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For the New-England Telegraph. 
“THE SIN UNTO DEATH.” 


The Lord Jesus Christ cast out devils by the Spirit of God. This 
was so evident, that those who witnessed his miracles could hardly 
fail being convinced of itstruth. Hence, it evinced peculiar malig: 
nity and opposition to his heavenly credentials, to deny that he | 
wrought miracles by the power of God, or to affirm that these things 
were done by the power and agency of the devil, 

This malignity, however, was manifested on one occasion, in a 
very peculiar and striking manner. The blessed Savior had been 
healing disceases and casting out unclean spirits, so as to astonish 
the multitude, and constrain mapy of them to admit, that the mighty 
power of God was made manifest in his works. But, ** the scribes 
who came down from Jerusalem, said, He hath Beelzebub, and by 
the prince of the devils casteth he out devils.” Our Lord proceeded 
immediately to demonstrate the absurdity of such an affirmation, 
and then to show, that its malignity sealed the doom of those wha 
uttered it. ‘ And he called them unto him, and said unto them in 
parables, How can Satan cast out Satan? ‘And if a ki ngdom be 
divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand, but hath an end, 
No man can enter into a strong man’s house, and spoil his goods, 
except he will first bind the strong man ; and then he will spoil his 
house. Verily, I say unto you, Ali sins shal] be forgiven unto MED, 
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and blasphemies wherewith soever they shall blaspheme ; but he that 
shall blaspheme against the Holy Ghost hath never forgiveness, but 
is in danger of eternal damnation: becatse they said, He hath an 
unclean spirit.”—f Mark, iii.} 

The emphatical declaration of our Savior, in this passage, was so 
remarkable, that it was recorded substantially by no less than three 
of the evangelists; and the apostle Juhn, who omits to mention the 
circumstances in his gospel, alludes to the same gin in one of his 
epistles. In the gospel according to Matthew, the words of Christ 
are thus recorded :—“* Wherefore I say unto you, All manner of sin 
and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy 
against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men. And who- 
soever speaketh a word against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven 
him: but whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall not 
be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the world to 
come.” Inthe Gospel of Luke, it is written, ‘‘ And whosoever 
shall speak a word against the son of man, it shall be forgiven him: 
but unto him that blasphemeth against the Holy Ghost, it shall not 
be forgiven.” ‘The apostle Jahn, in his first epistle, says, ‘ If any 
man see his brother sin a sin which is not unto death, he shall ask, 
and he shall give him life for them that sin not untodeath. There 
is a sin unto death: [ do not say that he shall pray for it. All un- 
righteaysness is sin; and there is a sin unto death.” In this dis- 
tinctian between a sin unto death, and a sin nof unto death, the 
apostle, dqubiless, has reference to what our Saviour says concern- 
ing blasphemy against the Holy Ghost. So that, in not lesa than 
four distinct passages of sacred truth, we are taught, that there is a 
a sin, which, if cammitted, God will never pardon, either in this 
world, or in that which is tocome. It js hence called, “‘ The un- 

nable sin.’* 

This is, indeed, a subject of awful import, and one which should 
be written or spoken upon with great caution. Still, as a part of 
the “ counsel of God,” it is not to be passed over in silence. It is 
of vast importance to set the subject in its true light, in order not 
only to warn the presumptuous, but to dispel the gronndless fears of 
those who are desponding, because, through wrong apprehensions, 
they suppose that they have committed “the sin unto death." 

It seems important, then, not only to describe this particular sin, 
but tg show that it has been, and may still be committed, and why 
itis unpardonable. 

Christ has told us what the unpardonable sin is. ‘* He that shall 

blaspheme against the Holy Ghost hath never forgiveness.” It 

seems necessary, however, if possible, to ascertain its peculiar pro» 
ies. 

There can be no doubt, then, in the first place, that “ the sin un- 
to death” is aimed directly against the Holy Ghost, or Third Per- 
son in the ever adorable Frinity. ‘Though there is but one only 
living and true God ; yet he is represented in the Scriptures as ex- 
isting in three Persons. ‘ There are three that bear record in 
jigaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three 
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are one.” Our Lord Jesus Christ recognises this distinction of 
persons in the Godhead, in what he says concerning the sin against 
the Holy Ghost. ‘ Wherefore I say unto you, All manner of sin 
and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men, but the blasphemy 
against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men. And who- 
soever speaketh a word against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven 
him :™but whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall not 
be} forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the world to 
come.” ‘Though our Savior does not here mention, in particular, 
sin against the Father; yet he evidently means to recognise the 
distinction of Persons in the Godhead, and to represent one sin as 
more directly pointed against one Person in the Trinity, than against 
another. A violation of the divine law seems to be more directly 
aimed against the Father ; because he is, by office, the Lawgiver 
and moral Governor of the universe. Unbelief is more directly 
pointed against the Son; because he is the appointed Mediator, 
and “‘ whosoever believeth in him shall not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life.” Opposition to personal holiness is aimed more direct- 
ly against the Holy Ghost ; because} he is, by office, the Sanctifier, 
and it is his work to produce and cherish the spirit of godliness. 
Now, that the sin of which Christ speaks, is aimed directly 
against the Holy Ghost, is evident from the circumstances of the 
case, and from his own declarations. Our Lord had been casting 
out devils, which he did by the power of the Holy Ghost. In one 
verse, he says to the Jews, “If I by the Spirit of God cast out dev- 
ils, then the kingdom of God is come unto you.” But, this work 
of the Savior by the power of the Holy Ghost, the scribes and 
Pharisees charged to the agency of the devil. ‘ Then was brought 
unto him one possessed with a devil, blind and dumb: and he healed 
him, insomuch that the blind and dumb both spake and saw. And 
all the people were astonished, and said, Is not this the Son of Da- 
vid? But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, This fellow doth 
not cast out devils, but. by Beelzebub the prince of the devils. And 
Jesus knew their thoughts, and said unto them, Every kingdom divid- 
ed against itself is brought to desolation ; and every city of house di- 
vided against itself, shall not stand. And if Satan cast out Satan, 
he is divided against himself; how shall then-his kingdom stand ? 
And if I by Beelzebub cast out devils, by whom do your children 
cast them out? therefore they shall be your judges. But if I cast 
out devils by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God is come 
unto you.” ‘ Wherefore I say unto you, All manner of sin and 
blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men ; but the blasphemy against 
the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men. And whosoever 
speaketh a word against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him ; 
but whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be for- 
given him, neither in this world, neither in the world to come.— 
Similar, or, perhaps, the same circumstances are referred to in an- 
ether place, and by another evangelist. “ And the scribes who came 
down from Jerusalem, said, He hath Beelzebeb, and by the prince 
of the devils casteth he out devils.”—To this the Savior replied, 
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“ Verily, I say unto you, All sins shall be forgiven unto the sons of 
men, and blasphemies wherewith soever they shall blaspheme; but 
he that shall blaspheme against the Holy Ghost hath never forgive- 
ness, but is in danger of eternal damnation: Because they said, He 
hath an unclean spirit.’ It is evident, then, that the particular sin, 
which our Saviour here represents as unpardonable, is aimed directly 
against the Hoty Guosrt, and that this is one of its essential char- 
acteristics. 

The unpardonable sin must also be asin of the Tongue. It 
must be committed by speech, or what is equivalent to it. To blas- 
pheme, is to speak against, with calumny or reproach. Writing is 
equivalent to speech. It is by both speech and writing, that we dis- 
tinctly and unequivocally convey ideas to others. By speech or 
writing, therefore, I conceive, that the sin against the Holy Ghost, 
which is the sin unto death, may be committed. ‘ Whosoever 
speaketh against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him; but he 
that speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him.” 
** He that shall blaspheme against the Holy Ghost, hath never for- 
giveness ; but is in danger of eternal damnation : Because they said, 
He hath an unclean Spirit.’’ The Sin unto death, then, is a sin 
of the tongue, or what is equivalent to it, a sin of writing. Doubt- 
less, if any one should say to others, respecting a revival of pure 
religion, or should write to others of such a work, that it is all the 
work of the devil; he would blaspheme against the Holy Ghost, or 
commit the sin unto death, and never be forgiven. 

The sin unto death is a public and not a private sin. This will 
follow from its being a sin of the tongue, or, what is equivalent, 
writing blasphemy, and publishing it to others. The scribes and 
Pharisees openly said of the Savior, ‘“‘ He hath an unclean spirit,” 
In order for any person to commit the sin unto death, he must blas- 
pheme the Holy Ghost in the presence or hearing of others; or he 
must put his blasphemy in writing, that others may see it. “If 
any man see his brother sin a sin which is not unto death, he shall 
ask, and he shall give him life for them that sin not unto death. 
There is a sin unto death: I do not say that he shall pray for it. 
All unrighteousness is sin; and there isasin not unto death. The 
sin unto death here spoken of must evidently be committed by the 
tongue, or by the pen, in such a manner that others may witness it ; 
and hence it must be a public, and not a private transgression. 

The unpardonable sin must be committed against the convictions 
of conscience. If any one is convinced in his own mind, that a 
revival of religion, or his own serious religious impressions, is the 
work of the Holy Spirit, and yet should affirm openly, that it is all 
the work of the devil, he would unquestionably place himself beyond 
the reach of pardon, by committing the sin unto death. The scribes 
and Pharisees must have been convinced in their own minds, that 
Christ wrought miracles by the power of the Holy Ghost. Hence, 
when they publicly charged him with having an unclean spirit, and 
said, “‘ This fellow doth not cast out devils but by Beelzebub, the 
prince of the devils,” they committed the unpardonable sin. This kind 
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of knowledge is undoubtedly necessary, in order to commit the un- 
pardonable sin ; though in other respects persons may be very ig- 
norant. It was the want of this kind of knowledge, which kept 
Paul before his conversion, from committing the sin unto death, 
He was not convinced in his own mind, that the Lord Jesus was 
not an impostor. Consequently, he verily thought with himself, 
that he ought to do many things contrary to the name of Jesus of 
Nazareth. Hence, he declares, that he was before a blasphemer, 
and a persecutor, and injurious ; but he obtained mercy, because 
he did it ignorantly in unbelief. The unpardonable sin, whenever 
committed, must be committed against the convictions of an enlight- 
ened conscience. A person must be convinced of the truth, res- 
pecting the work of the Holy Spirit, and yet blaspheme in opposi- 
tion to these convictions of his own mind. 

Another characteristic of the sin unto death, is, that it always 
arises from sensible enmity against the work which the Holy Ghost 
is carrying on, to establish the kingdom of Christ. ‘This, like all 
other sins, must proceed from the heart. ‘‘ Out of the abundance 
of the heart, the mouth speaketh.” ‘ Out of the heart of men pro- 
ceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornication, false witness, 
blasphemies.’? When the scribes and Pharisees charged the Savior 
with being possessed of an unclean spirit,{and thus blasphemed 
against the Holy-Ghost ; they must have said it because they hated 
his official work. When Christ cast out devils by the power of the 
Holy Ghost, the Holy Ghost testified directly ‘to his divine mission, 
and wrought with great power, to establish his kingdom in the world. 
When these miracles were wrought in presence of the scribes and 
Pharisees, they were filled with sensible enmity of heart against the 
existence ahd progress of holiness, and hence blasphemed against 
the Holy Ghost. So, if any other persons are convinced of the of- 
ficial work of the Holy Spirit, in renewing and,sanctifying the hearts 
of God’s people, and yet are disposed to speak against it, or to call 
it the work of the devil ; it must arise from sensible enmity against 
personal holiness, and this enmity stamps the ‘character of {the sin. 
To speak understandingly and maliciously against the work of the 
Holy Ghost, is undoubtedly to commit “ the sin unto death.” 

Having thus attempted to describe the unpardonable sin; I shall 
now endeavor to show that it has been committed, and may be com- 
mitted again. This is the more necessary, because some have de- 
nied, that this particular sin ever has been committed, or ever will 
be committed. They suppose, that it is described in the Bible 
merely as a warning, and to guard persons against presumptuousness. 
But such a supposition is in itself absurd. If we suppose a warn- 
ing against danger, which never existed; and never will exist; it 
ceases in itself to be a warning. Those who take this*ground, are 
= themselves in danger of committing “ the sin unto 

eath.’ 
_ But, to dispute, that any ever did commit,“ the sin unto “death,” 
is, in effect, to dispute Christ’s own declarations. He positively af 
firmed, that those who blasphemed as did the Pharisees, should nev- 
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er be forgiven. ‘ Because they said, He hath an unclean spirit.” 
Those scribes and Pharisees therefore, did commit the unpardon- 
able sin. But if those scribes and Pharisees did commit the un- 
pardonable sin ; then others may have committed it, and it may bé 
committed again. Accordingly, the apostle John says; ‘‘ There is 
a sin unto death.” But this would have been an improper mode of 
expression, if the unpardonable sin never had been committed and 
never would be committed: There cam be no reason or propriety 
in saying, ‘ there is a certain sin,’ which never has been, and never 
will be committed. When therefore, the apostle John says, “ There 
is a sin unto death,” he does the same as to affirm, that the unpar- 
donable sin has been committed, and may be committed again. 
Undoubtedly it has been committed many times, and will be com- 
mitted many times more. As the last days are hastening, and 
God is also hastening his work ; Satan will doubtless stir up many 
with bitter enmity, and tempt them to commit the sin unto death. 
Some persons have been conscious of having committed this par- 
ticular sin, and have subsequently sunk to despair and death; and 
probably many have committed it, who are unconscious of it, and 
have been given up, in consequence, to open infidelity. Be this as 
it may, the Holy Scriptures inculcate it, as a plain matter of fact, 
that this sin has been committed, and afford us incontestible 
evidence that it may be committed again. 

The question now arises; and it is both serious and important, 
Why is this particular sin unpardonable ? 

“The sin unto death’’ cannot be unpardonable because there is 
any defficiency in the atonement of Christ. The atonement of 
Christ is, in itself, sufficient for this sin and blasphemy, as well as 
for others. God has actually pardoned the greatest sinners of all 
classes, on account of the atonement of Christ; and probably he 
has pardoned many as great sinners; as these who have committed 
the sin unto death. God pardoned the sins of Manasseh, of Mary 
Magdalene, of Saul of Tarsus; and of the thief on the cross. Paul 
says, “ This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners, of whoml am 
chief.’ There can be no deficiency in the atonement of Christ, 
therefore, to render blasphemy against the Holy Ghost an unpar- 
donable sin. 

Nor can it be owing to any want of power in thé Holy Gfiost to 
renew and sanctify the hearts of those who have blasphemed him, 
that this particular sin is unpardonable. ‘The Holy Spirit is omni- 
potent. He is able to change the heart of one sinner as well as of 
another. He, who could convert Manasseh, Mary Magdalene, Saul 
of ‘Tarsus; and the thief on the cross, Las certainly power sufficient 
to convert the most obdurate, and those who have committed the 
unpardonable sin among the rest. 

But if this particular sin is not unpardonable because of any de- 
ficiency in the atonement of Christ, nor in the power of the Holy 
Spirit to renew and sanctify the heart; then it must be unpardona- 
ble, because God has been pleased by a positive detcrmination to 
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make it so. However God may pardon other kinds of sins and blas- 
phemies, he has positively determined and said, that he will not par- 
don this. ‘To tse the language of a profousd theological writer, 
who has treated upon this subject ; “‘ Though we may not be able 
to comprehend all the reasons, which moved him to make this deter- 
mination; yet there appears to be one plain and sufficient reason, 
for his absolutely refusing to pardon any person, who blasphemeth 
the Holy Ghost. It is the natutal tendency of ascribing the peculiar 
operations of the Holy Ghost, to the power and agency of Satan, to 
prevent the spread of the gospel, and the conversion of sinnets. To 
say, that Christ, who had the Spirit without measure, wrought all 
his miracles by the influence of Satan, had a direct tendency to de- 
stroy his religion, and to make him appear, in the eye of the world, 
as a vile and odious impostor. To say that the Apostles, who went 
forth, under the influence of the Holy Ghost, to preach the gospel 
and to work miracles, were instigated and assisted, by the power 
of the Devil, had the same tendency to defeat their whole design ; 
for they had no higher credentials of their divine mission, than the 
miraculous gifts of the Spirit, and the efficacy of the Gospel upon 
the hearts of men. To say at this day, when there is a great effus- 
ion of the Spirit, and a great revival of religion, that these effects 
are owing to the power and delusion of Satan, is directly calculated 
to prevent the spread of Christianity and the salvation of sinners, 
And to ascribe the peculiar operations of the Spirit to the influence 
of the Devil, in any future period, must equally tend to subvert the 
evidence and design of the Gospel. Therefore, to keep the world 
in awe, God has set a dreadful mark of distinction upon blasphemy 
against the Holy Ghost, and made it peaTH, without reprieve } ”* 


* Dr. Emmons’s Sermon on “the unpardonable sin,” 
Se aaET EERE 


For the New-England Telegraph. 
TWO CLASSES OF MANKIND. 


Ir seems to be of vast importance, fof mankind to be acquainted 
with their own character. Hence the maxim so often repeated, 
*“ The proper study of mankind is man.” It is not only important 
for every one to know his own character as an individual, but to un- 
derstand what the Scriptures teach concerning mankind in getief@l. 

Now if we look into the volume of God’s word, we shall see that the 
Holy Spirit draws a line of distinction among mankind, and faith- 
fully delineates the moral features of those among whom he makes 
this essential difference. It seems to be of consequence, héwever, 
to know, not only that there is a distinction among mankind, but 
into how many classes they may be properly divided. Considering 
the subject in this light, { shall venture to assume and endeavor to 
prove two positions :—First, That mankind are divided itto twa 
classes ; and, Seconpty, That there are, essentially, only two classes 
in the whole human family. 
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That mankind are divided into two classes, is evidently a dictate 
of common sense. There are no persons but what will admit, that 
there are as many as two classes in the human family. This seems 
to have been the sentiment of all nations, in all ages. Even 
the ancient heathens, and especially their philosophers held, 
fhat there were good and bad men in the world, and of course, that 
mankind were divided into at least two classes. It is evidently a 
dictate of common sense, therefore, that there are, in the human 
family as many as two distinct classes, 

The Scriptures evidently recognise this distinction. It is a dis- 
tinction which is made and kept up threughout the sacred volume. 
The Bible invariably speaks of saints and sinners, the righteous end 
the wicked, the holy and the unhely, the just end the unjust, the 
children of God, and the children of the wicked one. These ciffer- 
ent appellations, applicd in the Seriptnres to different persons, 
evidently teach, that the Bible recognises at least two classes of men, 
and that one class is entirely distinct from the other. 

The Scriptures also plainly cercril etwo distinct moral cLerackrs, 
as applied to different individuals. They not only keep up a dis- 
tinction among mankind, hut evidently teach, that this distinction is 
not without a difference. ‘They describe some of mankind as dead 
in tresspasses and sins, and others as renewed in the temper of their 
hearts, or sanctified by the power of the Holy Spirit. Our Lord 
Jesus Christ taught Nichocemus, that * except a man be born again, 
he cannot sce the kingdom of God.” ‘This was as much as to tell 
him, that he must posess a moral character different from what he 
then posessed, or he could not go to heaven. The apostle Paul, 
having described the general character of wicked men, says to saints, 
** And such were some of you; but ye are washed, but ye are 
sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and 
by the Spirit of our God.’ ‘To the Ephesians he says, “And you 
hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; wherein 
in time past ye walked according tothe course of this world, aecord- 
ing to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh 
in the children of disobedience ; emong whom also we all had our 
conversation in times past, in the lusts of the flesh, fulfilling the 
éesires of our flesh and of the mind ; and were by nature the children 
of wrath, even as others.” The Holy Scriptures then, evidently 
recognise two distinct classes ameng mankind, not only in neme, 
but in moral character. 

I now proceed to show, that there are, essentially, only two classes 
in the whole human family, 

This sentiment is evidently true, because,“there are only two 
things which can form a moral character. These are, holiness and 
sin. There is nothing else in the universe, which constitutes a 
moral character inthe sight of God. That which is holy, constitutes 
a good moral character, and that which is sinful, constitutes a bad 
moral character. We cannot, therefore, conceive of any moral 
character which is neither good ner bad. But, if we cannot con- 
ceive of a moral character which is neither good nor bad; then we 
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tan conceive of only ta classes of people, to which any of mankind 
can belong. ‘There is no class of people in the world, who are 
neither m orally g good, nor mor ally evil in the sight of God; because 
we cannot find an inc dividia il, whose moral character is neither good 
nor bad. When we can find a moral character which is neither good 
nor bad, then we may find a third or a fourth class of moral beings ; 
and then we may find more than two, things which constitute a 
moral character in the sightof God. Bat, this is impossible. There 
is nothi: 1g but holiness or sin, that can pertain to the moral charac- 
ter; and, of course, every moral being must be either good or bad. 

Every person must have either a selfish, or a benevolent heart. 
Selfishness and benevolence are the essence of sin and holiness. A 
selfizh heart is a sinful heart; and a benevolent heart is a holy heart, 
But, it is impossible to conceive, that any moral being can be neither 
selfish nor benevolent. A heart cannot be neither selfish nor benev- 
lent. any more than there can exist a moral being without a moral 
character. [ence, if we turn to our Lord’s description of the day 
of jidgment, we shall find that he treats every person as either 
seltish or benevolent. In that description we find no middle class. 
We fiud no inlividuals who are reconed as neither benevolent nor 
selfish. Christ says to all, who are on his right hand, “I was a 
hungered, and ye gave me meat; I was thirsty,and ye gave me 
drink ; [ was a stranger, and ye took me in; naked, and ye clothed 
me; L was sick, and ye visited me; [ was in prison, and ye came 
unto ine.””>—* In as much as ye have done it unto one of the least of 
these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” In like manner, 
he says to all, who are on his left hand, “ I was a hungered, and ye 
gave me no meat; I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink ; [ was 
a stranger, and ye took me not in ; naked, and ye clothed me not ; 
sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not.’’—‘*In as much as ye 
did it not to one of.the least of these, ye did itnot tome.” It seems, 

then, that every person mast have either a selfish or a benevolent 
heart; anl, consequently, every person must belong to one of those 
classes, who will be placed upon the left, or upon the right hand of 
Christ in the day of judgmeat. 

Every moral action of every individual must be either right or 
wrong. Wecan no more conceive of a moral action, which is 
neither right nor wrong; than wecan coaceive ofa moral character, 
which is neither gov nor bad, or of a heart, which is neither selfish 
nor benevolent. It is the state of the heart, which qualifies every 
moral action in the sight of God.“ A good man, out of the good 
treasure of the heart, bringe th forth good things ; ‘and an evil man 
out of the evil treasure of the heart, bringeth forth evil things.” 
* Out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth speaketh.” ‘ Out 
of the hearts of men proceed evil thoughts, murderers, adulteries, 
fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies : These are the 
things which defile the man.” lt seems, then, that every moral 
action must, in itself, be either holy or sinful ; and of course there 
can be only two classes of moral beings. 

Every man’s general cqurse of conduct must be either right or 





60 TWO CLASSES OF MANKIND. [Feb. 





wrong. This isas evident, as, that every moral action must, in 
itself, be either good or bad. Every man’s course of conduct is made 
up of distinct moral actions. It is evident, therefore, that every 
man’s general course of conduct must be such, as, on the whole, 
God will either approve or condemn. Every man must take such 
@ stand in his genera] cqurse of maral conduct, as he wil] be obliged 
to take in the day of judgment. 

Now, with this view of the subject, the Bible exactly corresponds, 
The Bible recognises two, and only two classes of moral beings.— 
These are called, the righteous and the wicked, the just and the 
unjust, saints and sinners, the children of light and the children of 
darkness. ‘The whole Bible exactly accords with Christ’s descrip- 
tion of the general judgment, to which I have already adverted, and 
in which the whole human face are represented as being separated 
fone fram another,” into twa, and only two great companies, desig- 
nated by the sheep and the goats, on the right hand and on the left, 

If the view which I have taken of this subject is correct ; then we 
have reason to believe, that the souls of those who die, go either 
immediately to heaven, or immediately to hell. There are many— 
and the number, of late years, has been rapidly increasing—who 
hold, that there is an intermediate state of suffering, or a place to 
which some souls depart, and endure a while, in order to expjate 
their sins. This doctrine divides mankind into three classes. One 
class are said to be so pure, as, when they die, to go immediately ta 
heaven. Another class are so vile, as to go immediately to hell, 
Rut, those who belong ta the third class, have some sins, after expi- 
ating which by suffering, they are received to heaven. This sentiment 
belongs to the Papist’s doctrine of Purgatory. This is said to be 
‘a place in which the just who depart out of this life are supposed 
to expiate certain offences which do not merit eternal damnation. 
The arguments advanced by Papists for purgatory are these: 
1. Every sin, how slight soever, though no more than an idle word, 
is an offense tq God, deserves punishment from him, and will be 
punished by him hereafter, jf not cancelled by repentance. 2. Such 
small sins do nat deserve eterna] punishment. 3. Few depart out of 
this life so pure as ta be totally exempt fram spots of this nature, and 
from every kind of debt due to Gad‘s justice. 4. Therefore, few 
will escape without suffering something from his justice for such 
debts as they have carried with them out of the world, according to 
that rule of divine justice by which he treats every soul hereafter 
according to its own works, and according to the state in which he 
finds it in death. From these propositions, which the Papist con- 
siders self-evident truths, he infers that there must be some third 
place of punishment ; for since the infinite goodness of God can 
admit nothing into heaven which is not clean and pure from all sin 
both great and small, and his infinite justice can permit none to 
receive the reward of bliss who as yet are not out of debt, but have 
something in justice to suffer, there must of necessity be some place 
or state, where souls departing this life, pardoned as to the external 
guilt or pain, yet obnoxious to some temporal penalty, or with the 





1836.] TWO CLASSES OF MANKIND. 61 





guilt of some venial faults, are purged and purified before their 
admittance into heaven.” 

This is substantially the doctrine of Purgatory, as held by the 
Papists. Others also, with whem ought to be recond the Restora- 
tionists, hold essentially to the same doctrine, though they may not 
be willing to admit the term. There is this difference, however, 
between the sentiments of these two sects: That the Papists hold 
to an eternal hell, beside their Purgatory ; while the Purgatory of 
the Restorationists is all the hell which they admit. They suppose, 
that there is a large class of moral beings, who are to suffer a while 
after death, in order to expiate their own offences and be received 
into heaven. But, such sentiments as these must be wholly absurd ; 
not merely because they set aside the atonement of Christ, but 
because there are only two classes of moral beings in the world. In 
the day of judgment there is to be no middle or third class ; but the 
Lord Jesus Christ will summons all nations before him, to be separ- 
ated one from another, ‘as a shepherd divideth his sheep from 
the goats. And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, and the 
goats on his left.” We may hence safely infer, that the souls of all 
those who die, depart immediately to heaven, or immediately to hell. 
Accordingly, our Lord said to the penitent thief. ‘To day shalt 
thou be with me in paradise.’”’ -Of the rich man, it is declared, that 
he “died, and was buried, and in hell he lifted up his eyes, being in 
torments.” 

The doctrine of the Restorationists is as absurd as that of the 
Papists. Those who hold to the final restoration of mankind, 
divide them into an indefinite number of classes, believing that the 
impenitent will be punished after death, some for a long, and others 
for a short period of time; and then all are to be restored to tha 
happiness of heaven. But, we are taught no such sentiment in the 
Bible ; and it is evident, that there will be but two classes in the 
day of judgment. ‘‘ When the Son of man shall come in his glory, 
and all the hely angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne 
of his glary: And before him shall be gathered all nations: And he 
shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his 
sheep from the goats: and he shall set the sheep on his right hand, 
but the goats on his left.” After this separation, the Judge will 
not say unto some of those on his left hand, ‘ Depart, ye cursed, 
for ten years ;’ to others, ‘ depart, ye cursed, for twenty years ;’ and 
again, to others, ‘ depart, ye cursed, for a hundred, or for a thousand 
years.’ But, he will say unto all those on his left hand, “ Depart 
from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire prepared for the devil and 
his angels.” ‘“‘ And these shall go away into everlasting punish- 
ment; but the righteous into life eternal.” The apostle Paul, also, 
declares, that the wicked “shall be punished with everlasting 
destruction, from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of 
his power.’” When Christ shall come to judge the world, he will 
say, ‘‘ He that is unjust, let him be unjust still ; and he that is filthy, 
let him be filthy still ; and he that is righteous, let him be righteous 
still; and he that is holy, let him be holy still.” The doctrine of 
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final restoration, then, is quite as absurd as the doctrine of purga- 
tory ; and those who are finally deceived by such a delusive dream, 
will find themselves among those who shall awake “to shame and 
everlasting contempt.” JUSTUS. 


For the New-England Telegraph. 
PRAISE TO GOD. 


** Praise ye the Lord,” is an expression frequently found in the 
Psalms. Its repetition is an evidence of its importance, and will 
enhance our guilt if we forget our obligations to praise God. 

We will suppose the Psalmist was holy, that when he utterred 
these words, his heart actually was engaged in the praise of God, 
and that this was his highest joy ; and not only so, but it was his 
desire that all mankind, and all created moral intelligences should 
unite with him in praising the Lord, knowing that this would be 
for their good and the glory of God. 

Praising God consists in enumerating, with holy love and _ grati- 
tude, the praise-worthy things of God. Hence we find, that the 
Psalmist’s attempts to praise the Lord did not consist in merely 
singing ‘ praise ye the Lord;” but he enumerated those things in 
God, which at the time particularly drew out his affections to God. 
He praised God for his blessings: for temporal mercies; for heal- 
ing the broken hearted, for the forgivness of transgression and for 
the redemption of the soul. And not only so, but he praised God 
sever times a day, for his righteous judgments. Yes, he would 
arise at midnight, praising him for them. Hence the Psalmist could 
discover nothing for which he should not praise God ; and even to 
a degree beyond his imagination to conceive. 

And the Psalmist not only calls upon moral intelligences to praise 
God, but also inanimate objects, as trees, hills and mountains, sun 
moon, &c. The Psalmist wrote by inspiration. Of course, “ praise 
ye the Lord,” is equivalent to a command. Mankind are therefore 
bound to rehearse the psaise-worthy acts of God, with gracious ex- 
ercises of heart. 

And it will also follow that when the Psalmist called upon inani- 
mate objects to praise God, his feelings had not carried him beyond 
his reason. Such a call was dictated by the Holy Spirit. And 
what truce christian is there but has felt that not only man, but every 
object, was silently praising God, because they all showed forth 
something of the goodness of God?) And how perfectly natural it 
is for a person in such a frame, to call upon all beings and objects, 
to speak aloud the praises of God! We here learn something of 
the degrce of love or elevated feelings which a righteous person will 
have when he properly meditates upon God’s works of providence, 
redemption and judgment. 

In one place the Psalmist says, “ It is pleasant to sing the praises 
of God, an that prajse is comely” our hearts cannot be properly 
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tuned to the praises of God, unless envy and every evil passion is 
banished, and all despoudency and melancholy, and every thing cal- 
culated to produce unpleasant internal sensations. And it is cer- 
tainly comely for the friends of God to praise him. Let us reflect 
2 moment on the reverse. Jt is the holy Sabbath, and the people of 
God are met to worship him. Let us survey the countenances of 
all, and if we cannot discover a single countenance that indicates a 
desire to praise God, shall we say it is a comely sight? Would not 
the impression be, that this people know nothing of God, or that 
religion is an unpleasant subject? 

Let Christians then, feel that they must go to the house of God 
on the Sabbath, not only to pray and receive instruction, but also to 
pra'se God. And let none think of going to the house of God to 
hear the singing, but to unite in heart in the praises that are rendered 
to God. How different would the Sabbath appear if Christians not 
only felt their obligations to be in the house of God, but also to be 
prepared for all the different parts of worship, for the most animat- 
ing as well as for the most solemn. 

“If these should hold their peace, the stones would immediately 
ery out.”” Ifthe people of God should reflect as they ought on the 
praises holy men have rendered to God, on the manner the subject 
is enjoined in the Bible, and on the numerous reasons there are 
why God should be praised; and then reflect on the manner praise 
is generally rendered to him, would they not almost wonder why 
‘the stones do not cry out.’ If they would bring their hearts in 
some degree as they ought to the performance of this duty, would 
they not be a rejoicing, happy and influential people ? 

Evapsir. 


PROFANE SWEARING. 


I need hardly allude to the practice of profane language; for I 
have no expectation that any one, who has so far forgotten what 
self-respect demands,—say nothing about higher claims,—as to use 
such Janguage, will read a book like this. Such are seldom seen in 
company as reputable as a book designed to do them good. But 
still, some may be exposed to the temptation, who never yet yielded 
to it. Lord Chesterfield, who is universally quoted as a master in 
the school of politeness, declars that such language is never that of 
a gentleman. When you hear any one use profane language, you 
will not wrong him if you conclude, that this is only one of the nest 
of vipers which he carries in his heart; and although this is the 
only one which now hisses, yet each, in his turn, is master of the 
poor wretch who is giving his life-blood to feed them. 

In France, men frequently hold both civil and ecclesiaastical 
offices. An elector, who was also an arch-bishop, was one day very 
profane before a peasant. Seeing the man stare, he asked him at 
what he was so much amazed. 

‘* To hear an arch-bishop swear,’’ was the reply. 
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“‘ I swear,” said the elector, “ not as an arch-bishop, but as a 
prince.” 
** But, my lord,” said the peasant, ‘‘ when the devil gets the prince, 


what will become of the arch-bishop ?” 
Todd’s Student’s Manuel. 


From the Moral Reformer. 
IGNORANT APOTHECARIES. 


Quvackery is a subject to which our attention has fot thagy years 
been directed ; which we have for some time been willing to expose ; 
but which we have deferred as long as possible. It is a subject 
beset, too, with difficulties, and we are not without our fears that in 
striking at quackery, we shall be regarded as aiming our blows too 
indiscriminately ; as attacking men instead of things; and con- 
founding the good with the bad. But we mean not so. There 
are honest, reputable men everywhere ; but then there is also quack- 
ery everywhere. It is by no means confined to the medical profes- 
sion; nor to physicians and apothecaries. ‘There are quacks 
in Jaw and theology as well as medicine ; and they are equally 
numerous—rather much more so—in many other occupations, as 
well as among what have usually been called the three learned pro- 
fessions. ; 

We do not expect to canvass, fairly and fully, the whole subject ; 
for it would be the work of a life. But we must begit' somewhere, 
for we have a great deal to do, at the least. And we choose to be- 
pin where, to the short-sighted view of careless spectators in a care- 
less world, life and health are oftenest put in jeopardy. We begin, 
then, with the apothecary or druggist. 

On this subject we may be permitted to insert a few thoughts 
which occurred to us six or eight years ago, and which, though in- 
tended primarily for the country, may be applied tothe city. They 
were forced ‘upon us by actual observation. We had seen in the 
range of our own medical practice, calomel mistaken for antimony, 
and antimony for calomel; and had taken, as a matter of experi- 
ment, duses of the vegetable extract of cicuta, which were large 
erlougli to destroy singly the lives of four men, but which had little 
or no effect on us, because the apothecary had suffered the mass to 
lose its strength. It would be natural, therefore, that though at the 
time we were wholly unaccustomed to writing for the eye of others, 
we should speak feelingly. 

* OF all classes of mankind, it would hardly be possible to select 
finy three, to whom an appropriate education for their calling is so 
indispensable, as the physician, the nurse, and the apothecary.— 
Imagine a poor mortal fallen into the clutches of an ignorant, 4 
careless, or immoral physician. The case is bad enough if he is 
either; but what if he should happen to be ignorant, careless and 
immoral, at the same time? Added to all this, suppose the apothe- 





1836.] IGNORANT APOTHECARIES. 65 





cary should happen to possess any or all of these traits of charac- 
ter! Nay more, suppose the nurse be also an ignorant, thoughtless, 
blundering person ! ! 

But I leave the physician and nurse for the present, to comihent 
on the apothecary. None is fit for this responsible station, but he 
who has a good reputation for morality and intelligence. ' An im- 
moral, ill-natured, or ignorant apothecary is a pest to.society. And 
yet do we not often see ignorant and vicious men in the shops of 
this country, dealing out death and destruction to their fellow citi- 
zens? 

In the first place, what has been their preparation for this busi- 

ness? Have they a knowledge of the language in which most of 
the articles in shops are labelled? So far are they from a knowl- 
edge of the Latin, many have scarcely a knowledge of their own 
native language. Have they ever stndied natural science — botany, 
chemistry, mineralogy? What do they know of pharmacy !— 
What do they know of materia medica? Yet without a tolerable 
knowledge of all these branches, a man is not fit to be an apothe- 
cary. 
That a man is able to hold up his head, and put back his should- 
ers, make a bow, dance, and fiddle, is not sufficient. That he is 
able to sell nostrums, Chambers, Parker, and Swaim, is not enough, 
either. Physicians make mistakes enough, the best of them. But 
how often has the faithful physician been pained to find his patient 
worse, unexpectedly, when upon examination he finds out the cause 
in the error or misconduct of his apothecary ! 

Perhaps he had ordered digitalis or valerian. The apothecary 

not knowing that they ought to be kept excluded from the air —or 
not caring—had suffered them to lose half their strength, by being 
kept in open boxes. No wonder the recipe should fail! There 
is a difference between the whole of a thing, and half; especially 
when the patient lies poised between time and eternity.—Or the 
doctor orders a dose of calomel, and the careless apothecary blun- 
ders out arsenic, or sugar of lead! 
« Or to make his articles of medicine hold out well, perhaps hé 
adulterates them with flour, or some other apparently harmless sub« 
stance. For, after all, patients are not so often killed by abundant, 
as by insufficient doses. Some apothecaries, being indifferent judges 
of the quality of ‘thedicines, buy those of inferior strength, or such 
as have already ‘been adulterated. These are a few only of the evils 
which result'to the community either from the ignorance or design 
of apothecaries. 

In the second place, is the apothecary a man who has been train- 
ed to feel the force of moral obligation, and the weight of responsi- 
bility? Does he feel that on his conduct, day by day, health, and 
even lives are suspended? For unless such an education has been 
given him, he ought not—one would think cannot—thrust himself 
into a station so deeply responsible. A. man who sells nostrums 
of any kind—can he have a conscience ? 

I would not have touched this subject had I not been fully con- 
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vinced that it needed investigation. Reform in it is deeply and in* 
dispensably necessary. How or where to strike, 1 will not attempt 
to say. I will not say that no college should lisense or allow a phy- 
sician to practice medicine, except upon condition that ie furnish, 
in every instance, his own medicines. Nor will I presume to say 
that the apothecary should be licensed as a well educated apothe- 
cary, before he be permitted to sell—thus making his business a 
profession. But evil exists, and ought to be remedied somehow, 
Only’ let the public sentiment be roused to this subject, and the thing 
will work its way right. Medical societies or legistatures will then 
take such a course as their wisdom may direct.’ 

Little did we imagine, while penning, several years ago, the 
foregoing remarks, that any human government had ever interposed 
in this matter. Yet even at that time, our transatlantic brethren, 
as appears by the following extracts from the Boston Medical and 
Surgical Journal, had begun the work of reform. 

‘In some of the German States, particularly Hesse-Cassel, the 
government will not permit an epothecary who has been two whole 
years engaged in any other employment, to resume his business 
without being subjected to a second examination, and obtaining a 
new license for the practice of pharmacy. During the progress of the 
re-examination, some chemical preparation_is required to be made, 
to show that the individual remembers his manipulations, 

‘ The capital of Prussia, containing 250,000 souls, bas only 28 
apothecaries. Nearly the same vigilant eye is kept upon this impor- 
tant class of men, that characterises the system in Germany. Once 
every year, the retail drug stores are visited, at an unexpected mo- 
ment,by a committee of magistrates and physicians, appointed by gov- 
ernment, to examine and decide upon the genuineness of the medi- 
cines on sale. ‘The laboratory is also minutely inspected. Every 
error or defect of importance, subjects the owner to serious embar- 
rassments. One very important regulation is this, viz: that they 
shall not meddle with medical practice.’ 

Thus our American pride is humbled! Those governments, 
which we so heartily despise, are obviously a generation before us 
in the practical education of their youth generally, and scarcely less” 
so in matters of life and health. Watts says it indicates a good 
degree of improvement in wisdom and knowledge, when we begin 
to discover how unwise we are. If this be the test, nationally, as 
well as individually, when shall this nation of boasters begin to show 
signs of progress ? 

Look at Berlin, the capital of Prussia, with her 250,000 inhabi- 
tants, and 28 apothecaries ; and then at Boston, with only about 
one-fourth as great a population, and 38 apothecaries or druggists ; 
or about five times as many in proportion to the number of the in- 
habitants as in the Prussian capital. Whence this disparity? Is 
there five times as much disease here as in Berlin? Or do we use 
five times as much medicine in Boston, in proportion to the dis- 
ease? Or are the facilities for pursuing the employment five times 
greater? 


* 
® 
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The two last questions, no doubt, suggest the reason why drug- 
gists are so numerous with us. Every man who can learn to read 
an ordinary medical prescription,—which by the way is not always 
an easy task—and “compare it with the labels of his boxes, and 
shelves, and jars, thinks himself abundantly qualified to become an 
apothecary! No matter how many lives are destroyed by his igno- 
rance, so he gains a livelihood by his unrighteous — because un- 
studied—traffic. And though the term quackery may by many be 
deemed inapplicable here, we know of. none so appropriate. It is 
certainly nothing short of the grossest empiricism to deal in sub- 
stances of whose nature we know so little; to say nothing of the 
common practice among druggists and apothecaries of making or 
vending a thousand nostrums; a practice which We shall endeavor to 
expose faithfully in future numbers, 


For the New-Engiand Telegraph. 
REVIEW. 


A discourse, delivered to the Congregational Society in Foxborough, 
Mass. December 34, 1835, by Wuttarp Pierce. For the wrath 
of man worketh not the rightcousness of God. James. Publisl- 
ed by request of those who heard it. Depnam: H. Mann. 


To refute the leading false principle of this Thanksgiving Sermon, 
it is necessary to place it by the side of some great principle of Hu- 
man Rights. I take it to be a scriptural and self-evident truth, that Jé 
is a great sin for one man to defraud another of his personal liberty. 
This truth js plainly recegnised in the word of God, and is an ob- 
yious dictate of reason. : 

As introdyctory to my remarks upon this discourse, I will briefly 
explain the nature, ground, and extent of the right mankind have 
to their own persona] freedom, and mention some of the reasons 
jibe it isa great sin for gne man to defraud another of his personal 

iberty. 

The right we haye to our own personal liberty, consists in free- 
dom to pursue the road to happiness agreeably to the dictates of our 
own consciences — to examine the evidence of truth and duty for 
gurselves by all the means we can honestly obtain—to judge for our- 
selves according to the best light and evidence we have, to obey all the 
divine precepts, according to our own convictions of their trug 
meaning and import — to worsl.ip God according to the dictates of 
our own consciences — freedom to correct each others errors, ani 
admonish each other for our sins and vices — to own and enjoy the 
fruit of our own industry and labor — and to form matrimonial con- 
nections and enjoy domestic happiness. ‘These and other essential 
rights of man, enter more or less into the nature of the right which 
mankind have to their own pesonal liberty, It is a right to go 
where we are honestly convinced it is quar duty and privilege to go, 
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to do what we are convinced it is our duty and privilege to do, and 
to enjoy what we are honestly convinced it is our duty and _privil- 
ege to enjoy. 

The ground of this right is not the will of man, but the revealed 
wil! of God. It was not the prerogative of man to confer this right, 
but the prerogative of God. We were not created, and are not 
preserved by man, but by God, and all souls are his. Hence, what- 
ever rights he has freely given us, no man has any right to invade. 
Though we are more or less dependent upon each other, this de- 

ndence, and our relations to one another, cannot confer nor take 
away the rights which God has freely given us, and which it is his 
prerogative alone to give, or take away. This right to our own 
personal liberty does not depend upon the will of a parent, or of a 
master, but solely upon the will of God. God has given parents a 
right to control the education, to command the persons, and ta have 
the services of their children in subordination to his laws, until they 
arrive at the age of manhood, when this right ceases to exist. 

The right to our own persons and liberty, extends to all the hu- 
man race, who have arrived to a state af manhood, unless they have 
forfeited it by capital crimes, or’sins that require a sacrifice of their 
lives or liberties for the public good. God has not limited this gift 
by color, stature, form, intelligence orclime. Being alike the com- 
mon Father of all, and having made all of one blood, he has kindly 
and impartially by will, given this right of personal liberty, and pur- 
suit of happiness to one as well as to another, and to all as well as 
to one, unless where he makes exceptions, on account of crimes, 
by immediate interposition. He has not confered this prerogative 
ta give or take away personal liberty to any kingdom, nation, 
church, or order of men whatever, except in casses where individ- 
uals forfeit it by crime. No monarch has any right to abridge the 
personal liberty of his subjects, any farther than God and the gov- 
erned have given him liberty to do it. States and nations have a 
right to make their own conditions of suffrage, but in subordina- 
tion ta the will of God. They have no right to infringe the person- 
al liberty and privileges of the poor, the ignorant, and the depend- 
ent, which God has freely given them. The law of God is just as 
supreme over nations and states, as ayer individuals, and neither, 
has the least right to oppress the poor, ignorant, and dependent, or 
ta invade one of the rights and privileges that God has given by 
will to all mankind, There must be a supreme rule somewhere to 
regulate human rights, liberties, and privileges, and that rule is the 
law of God, and all civil governments, or human powers, are bound 
to act in complete subordination to the supreme will of God. A 
state, or a kingdom has no more right to steal a man, and make 
merchandise of him, than an individual has. And if multitudes 
combine in man-stealing and selling, God will hold each one ac- 
countable to him for this outrage upon his offspring. He has given 
the poorest, and most ignorant, and dependent, among mankind, 
irrespective of color and form, as good and complete right to per- 
seul Bhenty as the most wealthy and powerful, wise and honorable, 
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The Bible does not say, He that stealeth a rich man, a white man, 
or a wise man, and selleth him, shall be put to death, but he that 
stealeth a man — that is any man, using the word in its broadest 
sense. It is a fact, that God has given all his rational creatures cer- 
tain inalienable rights, and just as far as they extend, no man has 
any right to interfere with them. 

To show why it is a great sin for one man to deprive another of 
his personal liberty, it may be observed, 

1. It is an open violation of the law of God, and direct invasion 
of divine prerogatives. It is written, (Exodus 21: 16.) ‘‘ And he 
that stealeth a man and selleth him, or if he be found in his hand, 
he shall surely be put to death.” This prohibition is as plain an 
indication of the will of God forbidding us to rob and steal the per- 
sons and liberty of our fellow creatures, as-could have been given. 
In the tenth chapter of Isaiah we read, ‘‘ Wo unto them that decree 
unrighteous decrees, and that write grievousness which they have 
prescribed ; To turn aside the needy from judgement, and to take 
away the right from the poor of my people, that widows may be their 
prey, and that they may rob the fatherless.” By Jeremiah God also 
says, “ Wo unto him that buildeth his house by unrighteousness, 
and his chambers by wrong; that useth his neighbors service with- 
out wages, and giveth him not for his work.” This is a plain indi- 
cation that every one has a right to his own personal freedom, and 
the fruit of his own industry. So the founders of our National gov- 
ernment believed when they said, ‘‘ We hold these truths to be self- 
evident, that all men are created equal—that they are endowed by 
their Creator with certain inalienable rights—and that among these, 
are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.” This sentiment is 
both scriptural and perfectly just, as well as self-evident. It per- 
fectly harmonises with the principles of the law and gospel — such 
as these: ‘ Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself’’— Therefore 
all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye 
éven so to them, for this is the law and the prophets.” We are re- 
quired to do whatsoever things are honest, just, pure, lovely, and of 
good report. But it is unjust to steal and rob the persons or liberties, 
or services of our fellow creatures. Besides, those who do so, as- 
sume the divine prerogative to control the liberty and services of 
the creatures of God, which is an open contempt and indignity cast 
upon God. This sin unites open disregard of the divine authority, 
and contempt of divine prerogatives, and consequently is a great sin. 

2. To rob others of their personal freedom is also a gross invas- 
ion of human rights. It is the very essence of injustice towards our 
fellow creatures. If any person is stolen, and robbed of his personal 
freedom, his essential rights are invaded. It is the perfection of 
injustice and oppression towards our fellow creatures. Hence it is 
a great sin against our neighbor. 

3. This sin is a very dangerous and injurious outrage upon civil 
soctety. It tends to subvert the principles of all law, both human 
and divine, and tosubvert all civil order. Itis as great a sin against 
civil society as we can conceive, to rob our fellow creatures of all 
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their personal freedom, and subject them to the entire control of our 
own will. The tendency of this sin, as far as it exerts any influ- 
ence, is to subvert the fabric of civil government, and to spread uni- 
versal anarchy or despotism throughout the world. It is setting up 
human power and will, above all that is called God, and we can 
conceive no more complete despotism. It is an open contempt of 
all the laws and institutions of humanity and religion, and adapted 
to sap the foundation of all civilized society. As Bolivar said, 
“ Slavery is the infringement of all law.” The system of American 
slavery is now rapidly producing these effects throughout the South 
and West, and more or less all over the Land. I will add, 

4. That this sin is destructive of the soulsof men. It begins in 
the perfection of injustice towards the bodies of our fellow creatures, 

-and involves the perfection of injustice towards their souls. It tends 
to crush their spirits into the dust, to prevent all mental improve- 
ment, to excite all the bad passions of the human heart, and keep 
them in exercise, and also to conceal from them the light of heav- 
en, and the divinely appointed means ofgrace. The system of slav- 
ery is crimson with the blood of souls. This is one of its necessary 
appendages, for the system cannot endure the light of science, of 
heaven, and the means of grace as taught in the Bible. 

Having briefly illustrated and established the sentiment that it is 
a great sin for one man to defraud another of his personal liberty, 
I will now proceed to an examination of some parts of Mr. Pierce's 
Discourse. ; 

The text of the sermon is in these words of our Lord to Peter — 
“Then said Jesus unto him, Put up again thy sword into his place ; 
for all they that take the sword, shall perish with the sword.” A 
very appropriate abolition text, and one of the last that any 
man could justly select, under which to make war upon Abolition- 
ists. ‘The author in his introduction, makes some very good remarks 
against using the sword and coersive measures to effect moral refor- 
mations, which [ am happy to approve. But in describing the moral 
means which he would recommend, he is defective, as I shall have 
occasion to show. The proposition started in the sermon is in these 
words: “ The moral evils of this nation, so far as man has any thing 
to do about them, must be removed by moral means, or not removed 
at all.’’ The author then says, 

“‘[. I shall name over some of the more prominent moral evils of 
this nation; and 

If. I shall show that they must be removed by moral means, if 
they are removed at all.” In enumerating the more prominent 
moral evils of this nation, four were mentioned, to wit, Sabbath- 
breaking, infidelity, intemperance, and slavery. From some parts 
of the sermon, one would almost be led to conclude that by slavery, 
he rather meant the measures and principles of the abolitionists, since 
these principally occupied his animadversions. In his haste to en- 
counter the alledged errors and sins of abolitionists, he omitted to 
enumerate among the more prominent moral evils of this nation, the 
abominations of Free Masonry, of lewdness, of Popery, &c., oF at 
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least, they were not mentioned by name. The errors and sins of 
the immediate abolitionists, in his view, seem to cast all such evils 
as these in‘o the shade. 

But since Mr. P. professes to believe in the abolition of slavery, 
he early conceived the necessity of fixing on some plausible plan of 
abolition, essentially different from that advocated by those whom 
he constructed his sermon tocondemn. This plan, as far as I have 
been able to decypher it, is to convert the laboring yeomanry of the 
South from the condition of slaves to that of children. If a plan 
could be invented, to make the slave holders own their children, all 
genuine abolitionists would advocate it, but the plan ¢o convert the 
slaves into children, | fancy will hardly bear examimition. I may 
have missapprehended the plan of Mr. P. and there is so much am- 
biguity, and want of careful definition in his sermon that it will hard- 
ly be safe to make any charge against it only in the subjunctive 
mood. I will however, quote his language, and let it speak for itself. 
He says, p. 6, that the slave holder “is in duty bound to say to his 
slave instantly, you are no longer my property. You are no longer 
my slaves. I will hire you. I will give you a fair compensation 
for value of labor received. I will take off trom you all civil disa- 
billity to bear witness in a court of justice. I will instruct you, and 
as soon as possible prepare you for citizenship, or self-government. 
You are not now prepared any more than my children. And it 
is through my neglect and cruelty that you are not prepared. And 
1 will now endeavor to make you some amends by future kindness. 
And as soon as you are fit, in the judgment of wise and impartial 
men, you maf go where you will. It is only for your good, that I 
shall, even for a limited time, exercise the least control over you. 
I treat you as 1 do my children. When they are fit totake care of 
themselves, I let them go where they list. And so may you.” 

“ This is the duty of every slave-holder in the nation.’"*** “ But - 

beyond so much liberty it is not the master’s duty to give his slaves 
at present.” 
@ Again he says, “ And it has been shown that our children are 
much more cabable of selfe-government, political rights, and to be 
lord of their own actions, than the slaves of the South are now.”"*** 
“Our children need this restraint. And the law has established it 
because they need it. And any man of reflection must know, that 
our southern slaves will, for a long time, need a degree of ward- 
ship over them.’’*** ‘This is more lenient than the British Ap- 
prenticeship system. There is no sin in this wardship. Nay, it 
would be sin, if they did not exercise it.” 

From these extracts, it seems that this plan is not the apprentice- 
ship system, but a kind of parental system, compounded of several 
elements, which are very incongruous. Are the subjects of this 
plan slaves, or freemen? One would think, that, like the fabled 
mermaids of antiquity, they must be half man and half fish, with 
some human rights, and yet with a fish hook in their jaws; and led 
captive at their masters will. 

I is said that a Welch preacher once took a text, and observed 
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to his congregation, that “ in discoursing from these words, I shall, f- 
dwell upon things that I know and that you know, and that every 
body else knows. If. I shall treat upen things that I know, but 
that you don’t know. And III. I shall tell you about things that I 
don’t know and that you don’t know, and that nobody else don’t 
know.” ‘T'he plan of wardship, if its author has matured it, and 
can see its consistency, must come under the Welchman’s second 
head, or I am confident that nobody else can comprehend its wisdom. 
Lycurgus, — Solon, ye sages of ancient‘civil pollity, tell us if this 
plan had any foundation in your systems? No—our systems were 
designed to make children grow into men, and not to convert men 
into children. Alfred the Great, the father of the British constitu- 
tion, and other sages of Modern Europe, what say you to this plan 
of political parentage? Ask the Sultans, and the Autocrats of the 
earth, for we know nothing of such political hydras. 

Ye framers of the American constitution, what have you to say? 
“We hold these truths to be self-evident — That all men are created 
equal — that they are endowed by their Creator with certain inali- 
enable rights, and that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit 
of happiness.” Is there any foundation in the scriptures for this 
plan of converting our fellow creatures into children to be under 
the entire control of tyrants by nature, and oppressors by practice ? 
Says our author, “ You restrain your son. You tell him to go, and 
to come as you please. ‘To do this, or that, and if he does not do 
it, you chastise him until he does. You restrain his movements 
every way. When he gets able to earn money, you take it. Let 
him have just enough to feed and clothe him, and no more. You hire 
him out to A, B, and C. And you often bind him out to servitude 
by indentures as strong as a southern slave bill of sale.” 

Whether these remarks were intended to illustrate the nature of 
the plan of wardship, or not, Mr. P. says, “ it has been shown, that 
our children are much more capable of self-government, political 
rights, and to be lord of their own actions, than the slaves of the 
South are now.” Will he then have these guardians be their own 
judges of the amount of compensation to give the slaves for their 
services while fitting for freedom; of the kind of education to give 
them, and of the modes of instruction? And who are to be the 
‘wise and impartial men,” to judge when the slaves are pre- 
pared for freedom ? 

Besides, if the slaves of the South ought to be under wardship, - 
on account of their ignorance, and disability to take care of them- 
selves, and for the public safety, why ought not tlris system of ward- 
ship to be extended over all ignorant white persons, who are equal- 
ly ‘‘ incapable of self-government, political rights, and to be lord of 
their own actions ?’’ Andon the same principle, why ought not 
the middle classes of persons to be put under a still more lenient 
system of wardship to the more learned, honorable, and wealthy, 
until they are better prepared for freedom? Why ought not Mr. 
Peirce and his Reviewer, to be put under ward, until they are bet- 
prepared to have perfect liberty to write, preach and print what they 
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please? Should the first principle of this system of political ward- 
ship bé admitted, where would it lead? Or rather, where would 
it not lead? hai 

Have not the tyrants of the South possessed a wardship over the 
slaves long enough to prepare them for freedom, if they were dis- 
posed to do it?’ One would think that, if this wardship must be 
continued, it should be reversed, and let the oppressor be put 
under the control of the oppressed, and take a few lessons from ex- 
perience in bondage, and from those who have more just views of 
the nature of human rights, until they are prepared not to abuse 
their freedom. 

The truth is, if I do not utterly misapprehend it, this plan of ab- 
olition is as really a system of slavely, and as truly subversive of the 
principles of the gospel, and of the essential rights of man, as the 
system of American slavery, and its tendency would be to destroy 
all civil and religious liberty upon earth. It is replete with absurd- 
ity, inconsistency, and mischief. If we only admit the principle 
that it is a great sin, for one man to deprive another of his personal 
liberty, which is both scriptural and self-evident, it is difficult to 
see any foundation for this plan of wardship, only ignorance of human 
rights, prejudice against color and form, partiality for Southern ty- 
rants, and disregard of the rights and privileges of the poor, depend- 
ent and oppressed among our fellow creatures. Slavery is either 
scriptural or unscriptural, sinful or not. Mr. Pierce, admits that it 
is asin ofa character peculiarly aggravating, and subversive of the 
principles of the gospel. What then is slavery? Hd0lding our felt 
low creatures in bondage against their will, is its essense, and this 
applies to the apprenticeship, and wardship, system, as well as to 
any other form of slavery. ‘There is no medium between a state of 
slavery and of freedom, for there can be no such thing as, for man 
kind to be neither in a state of slavery, nor of freedom. “Khe castles 
that are built half-way between right and wrong, when analyzed, 
are always found to be replete with error and sin. I may have misé 
apprehended the nature of the plan of abolition in this discourse; 
and if I have not, the author may really believe it is wise and good, 
All that I wish to assert is, that if I have rightly understood him, I 
eannot see any other foundation of his plan than that I have men- 
tioned. ¢: , z : ; 

Having imperfectly laid down his novel plan of wardship, Mr. BP. 
proceeds to attack the fundamental principle ot the Constitution, 
that ‘all men are created equal.” This truth seems to have be: 
come an awful political heresy, and even Mr. P. seems to be afraid 
that if he did not refute it, his plan of abolition, like the image of 
dagon before the ark; would fall before it: He says; p. 7 and 8, 
“ We deceive ourselves by reasoning upon [that is, adopting] cer- 
tain broad abstract principles; aud then drawing conclusions from 
them, which do not belong to them. All men are born free an 
equal. So says the Constitution. ‘Therefore, the slaves should te 
entirely freed from their masters, turned loose on the community; 
and placed iu rights of citizen-ship to all intents and extents.” 


10 
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“ Now the principle is unjust to a certain extent; but this infer- 
ence does not follow from it. And to act upon this principle in its 
full extent, is what Bonaparte would call ‘ Ideology.’ To draw this 
inference was never the design of the framers of the Constitution.” 

The heretical abstract prrinciple, so replete with sophistry atid 
mischief here alluded to, is what Mr. P. admits is according to the 
letter of the Constitution of the United States, that “ All men are 
born free and equal.” This it seems, cannot be admitted and rea+ 
soned upon in its obvious sense, without delusion and peril. Be- 
sides, it seems the inference, that slaves should be eutirely free 
from their masters, is a conclusion which cannot justly be drawn 
even from this heretical principle. Any opinion, it seems, that 
comes so fearfully near the doctrine of inalienable human rights, must 
be lame, blind, and heretical, both in body and limb, in principle 
and conclusion, though in any common case, to refute it, it is suffic- 
ient to show that an opinion is Jame in either. But how does Mr. 
P. refute this political heresy, that “all men are born free and 
equal?”? Why, to besure, by showing that the Constitution does not 
allow minors and women to vote, and manage civil government. Mr. P. 
ought to have first asked the Ladies and children, whether they have 
any desire to exercise the powsr of suffrage, and to manage the af- 

Sairs of civil government; for if they have no such desire, then 
of course his whole argument would fall to the ground. ‘The truth 
is, females are not males, and children are not men, and therefore, 
this reasoning is too puerile to chase any further, even with the 
breath of satire. 1 shal) therefore feel bound to conclude that not- 
withstanding all this ado about abstract principles, and false conclu- 
sions, women and children, that all men have an equal right to their 
personal freedom, only when forfeited by crime. And I would here 
just give slave-holders and their apologists a hint in turn, that they 
deceive themselves when they adopt the abstract principle that all 
great, rich, powerful, and learned men, are born free to deprive the 
poor and dependent of their rights and privileges. 

Mr. P. has much to say, and gives many frightful pictures respect- 
ing the evils and cruelty of turning the slaves loose upon society, 
without employment, or means of subsistence. 

He says, p. 9,—*‘ To turn two or three millions of slaves entirely 
loose, uneducated, without much moral principle, men, women and 
children, of all ages and characters ; having no property, house, or 
home, without a morsel of bread; would be no less than to expose 
the land to pillage, and they and their masters to certain destruc- 
tion. Besides, how many must there be among this host, that have 
just become, or are about to become the mothers of children? How 
-many superanuated ? How many invalids? How many sick? How 
many score thousands unable to discern their right hand from their 
left? Verily, this would be freedom, but in thousands of cases, a 
freedom from time to eternity. And I doubt, if many of the ultra abo- 
litionists themselves would have sufficient nerve to be eye-witnesses 
of the practical application of their own theory. And it is devout- 
ly to be wished, that they would look more particularly into, and 
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reflect more seriously upon, the practical details of their general 
principles.” 

[n reply, I would remark, that it is quite as devoutly tobe wished that 
Me. P. and other slaf lerers of the “ ultra abolitionists” would take 
more pains to read their publications, and learn their sentiments, 
before they make any more such insinuations. I shall say but lit- 
tle in relation to the insinuations which abound in the discourse I 
am examining, in respect to turning the slaves loose, and using 
physical weapons. For any man who can make such insinuations 
against abolitionists on these points, at this time of day, must make 
them from gross ignorance, or from motives less excusable still, 
There is no doubt that the masters of the slaves could turn them 
loose, and treat them with worse neglect and oppression afterwards 
than before. But this is not the plan of the Bible, nor of any gen- 
uine abolitionists, to remedy the evils of slavery. God says, by the 
prophet Isaiah, “ Is not this the fast that I have chosen? to loose the 
bands of wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens, and to let the op- 
pressed ga free, and that ye break every yoke? Is it not to deal 
thy bread to the hungry, and that thou bring the poor that are cast 
out, to thy house? when thou seest the naked that thou cover him ; 
and that thou hide not thyself from thine own flesh. Then shall 
thy light break forth as the morning, and thy health shall spring forth 
speedily. And if thou draw out thy soul to the hungry, and satisfy 
the afflicted soul, then shall thy light rise in obscurity, and thy dark- 
ness be as the noon day. And the Lord shall guide thee contin- 
yally, and satisfy thy soul in drought, and make fat thy bones: and 
thay shalt be like a watered garden, and like a spring of water, 
whose waters fail not.’ 

This is the plan of abolition, which the ultra abolitionists have 
uniformly avowed, and strenuously urged. On the subjectof phys- 
ical resistance, their motto is, “ Resist not evil, but whosoever shall 
smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also.” “*Dear- 
ly belaved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place into wrath.” 
Let the slaveeholders liberate their slaves on these kind and disin- 
terested princ'ples of the Gospel, and all this ado about turning loose, 
and bloodshed and ruin, would appear nothing but bug-bear declama- 
tion; for the mouth of the Lord, and incontestible facts have spo» 
ken it, 

In this connection, I ought ta notice another class of insinuations 
against the northern abolitionists, respecting legislating down the 
slavery atthe South. Mr. P. seems to intimate in several places, 
that they would fain compel the South by physical force, and un- 
constitutional legislation, or by acting as judges and executors, to 
liberate their slaves. 

There is no fougdation in truth for these insinuations, and they 
would appear in batter grace from almost any other quarter than 
from slave-holders and their appologists, who would do well to con- 
template the maxim respecting glass-houses, before they make any 
more such insinuations. Let Mr. P. give some authentic example 
of an “ultra abolitionist” at the North, who ig an advocate of 
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northern legislation to put down slavery at the South, except in the 
Territories and under the immediate control of Congress, and I will 
take back this remark. 

A common complaint of Mr. P. against abolitionists, is, for the 
use of severity of language, and for calling slave-holders by such 
names as man-st ealers, oppressors, thieves, robers, &c. He says, 
p. 13th, “ If the sin of slavery in this land, is ever removed, it must 
be done by mild, christian-like persuasion. 1 believe it w ould soon 
be removed if such means were used ; and not of a long time, by 
reproaches, threats, and hard names. "The only means we have a 
right to use to remove this sin, is to persuade the slave-holders 
themselves, that itis wrong,—a great sin; and try to enlighten them, 
to remove their prejudices, or persuade them by every kind and 
moral argument, to remove this sin, and Jet their poor slaves go 
free. Slave-holders have consciences, "and many of them religion. 
And you can reach them by mild means, and no other. These 
hard speeches provoke them, but do not moje their compassion like 
mild christian language.” — 

On this point, it must be admitted that “ ultra abolitionists” have 
psed great plainness of speech, and great severity of language, not 
shrinking from the work of calling slave-holders by their scriptural 
and proper names, and applying the threatenings, and denuncia- 
tions of the Bible to them in the name of the Lord, according to 
iruth. And in doing this, they are sustained by scripture example and 

recept. For the ‘evidence of this, the reader is referred to an arti- 

le on sharpness and severity, in the last number of the Telegraph. 
I observed, that in describing the moral means we ought to use in 
opposing slavery, Mr. P. was defective, and this is the point I al- 
luded to. 

He sems to be exceedingly opposed to tle application of sharp re- 
buke and severe language to slave-holders, much more so than to the 
application of it to “ ultra abolitionists.” Still he ranks slavery with 
the more prominent sins of the nation, and one peculiarly aggravat- 
ing ini its character. Why then, is he opposed to the application of 
cri ptural appehetiene, severity, and plainness in relation to this 

crest sin?’ He says, ‘‘ By moral means, Martin Luther won thou- 
ne from the sin of Popery.” ‘But will he pretend that he did not 
use great plainness and severity of rebuke, calling the abominations 
of the mother church by their right names? 

He seems to think that we ought to use no other but moral means 
jn opposing slavery. But why not petition Congress to abolish sla- 
very in the District of Columbia, and the Territories, and make 
great exertions to elect merciful men to the civil offices, and to the 
pulpit, who will use their influence against slavery, and use the 
elective franchise to endeavor: to have the Constétution and laws of 
the general government which favor slavery, abolished? Ifslavery is 
@ great sin against God, and a national curse; why not denounce 
the divine judgments against the slave-holders in the name of the 
Lord, and sharply and justly rebuke them for their sins? _ No abo- 
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litionist that I know, advocates the use of the sword, of physical 
resistance, or of unlawful measures to abolish slavery. But let us 
not stop short of using all lawful and scriptural means to oppose this 
great national sin, curse and shame. Will it be said that we are 
guilty of the sin as well as the South, which ought forever to shut 
our mouths in silence? Notso, If guilty, repent, and then obey 
the divine law. “Thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy neighbor, and 
not suffer sin upon him.” 

But, says Mr. P. ‘*‘ There is great danger of civil war on this very 
subject.” Ah! here is the difficulty. ‘Let us have peace in our 
day, if the nation goes to ruin and the poor slaves to eternal de- 
struction.’ Away with all this carnal peace making, for it is open 
war with God. Christ said, ‘“ Think not that Tam come to send 
peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword,” that is, to all 
errors and sins. Let us then go forward, fighting the Christian 
warfare, and acting on the principle, that “ we ought to submit to 
the greatest inconvenience, rather than commit the least sin.” I 
like the sentiment of one who said, ‘It would be better for the 
churches to be rent asunder, and scattered to the four winds of 
heaven, than to be left to slumber in false doctrine.” Let us have 
a civil war, or a martyr’s death, if obeying God will occasion them. 
But the truth is, the greatest, yes, infinitely the greatest danger lies 
on the other side, in neglecting to bear proper testimony against, 
and making proper exertions to effect, a remedy for this great sin, 
and all others like unto it, and the history of nations, churches, 
and families affords a voluminous comment on this remark. 

In conclusion, says Mr. P. “ It is no more than right, that the 
North should make the South some compensation for liberating 
their slaves. Take the surplus revenue of the government, about 
the disposal of which Congress begin to quarrel. Let the North 
vote that to them, and treat them on gospel principles.” 

But why give this boon to the wealthy tyrants, and overlook the poor 
slaves *On page 10, Mr. P. says, “ The master, having the soil, and its 
present, and whatever remains of its past product, can subsist without 
the slave. But the slave, having nothing he can call his own, ab- 
solutely nothing, cannot subsist at all.” And yet he would have 
us give to the master, to remunerate him for his great loss, on ac- 
count of letting go his soul-destroying, and body-withering grasp 
upon his poor neighbor's throat, and let the trodden down poor 
and dependent go, after they are prepared for freedom, and 
judged by wise and impartial men to be worthy to breathe free 
air, and be turned loose without any aid from Congress. O 
charity ! charity! whither has thy spirit fled? Are there no bowels 
of compassion, not even in the church and ministry, for the trodden 
down poor of the land? Merciful God! remember not against us 
our national sins against the poor Ethiopian, who shall yet stretch 
out his hand to God, and rise to dignity, freedom, and happiness, 
whether this nation shall be regenerated and saved, or swept with 
the besom of destruction. C. SIMMONS. 
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VIEW OF DR. MILLER’S HOSPITAL. 


On the first page of this number is inserted a correct miniature 
View of the Hospital erected by Dr. Nathanael Miller, for the ac- 
commodation of such patients as may resort to his residence either 
for consultation, or for the exercise of his skill in prescribing for 
their various diseases. It is situate in the town of Franklin, a de- 
lightful and healthy part of the country, and has, for several years, 
afforded an asylum for many a sufferer, infested with ‘‘ wounds, 
bruises, putrifying sores,” and other maladies “which flesh is heir 
to.”” ‘he advantages resulting to patients, especially from the city, 
who resort to this commodious retreat for the invalid, must be great 
and obvious. It atfords them a change of scenery, the most salubri- 
ous air, and the undivided attention of one who has been surpassed 
by few in this country for soundness of judgment and skillful prac- 
tice in all the branches of surgical operation. To enjoy the daily 
inspection of such a practitioner, must certainly be more propitious 
to the sufferer, than to be obliged to send perhaps scores of miles to 
obtain a a single visit, or at most for two or three calls, at an accu- 
mulated expense, with the intervention of several days, weeks, or 
even months, according to the circumstances and nature of necessary 
engagements. ‘True, it is, in some respects unpleasant for a patient 
to be removed from home ; and yet, if he will consent to leave be: 
hind him his perplexing cares, he may find a more quiet and more 
salutary home in the retreat of the hospital, than might be possible 
to enjoy in his own habitation. 

Few men in their profession have been more useful to the public 
than Dr. Miller. He has cheerfully visited all classes of people, 
whether residents of a pallace, a cottage, or a cabin ; and although 
he has claimed a just remuneration for his labors, it is believed he 
has been habitually liberal to the poor, and can never be numbered 
with that class of men, who delight in building their own castles upon 
other’s ruins, or in making themselves rich by increasing the wretch- 
edness and poverty of those in humble life. The establishment 
which he has erected in his own town, is worthy of its name ;* and 
many a sufferer, who has been relieved through his instrumentality, 
will hold his services in long and grateful remembrance. 

Doctor Miller has two sons in the same profession ; the eldest, 
located in Providence, R. I., who is justly inheriting the reputation 
of his father, and the youngest associated with himself in Franklin. 
The community, therefore, may have the cheering confidence, that 
skill and usefulness were not to begin and end with one generation ; 
and it is not among the least occasions of gratitude to the Author 
of our existence, that, in this world of sin and wo, he has raised up 
men who are able and disposed to administer relief to the aflicted. 





* Franklin was named in honor of the great American Puitosorner; 
who, in return, made the Corporation a “rich donation of Books, appropri- 
ated to the use of a Parish Library.” 
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SPIRIT OF POPERY. 


Tue spirit of Popery is a spirit of persecution. As the church of 
Rome claims infallibility, so she claims to bittd the consciences of 
ull persons to the dogmas of htf cftéd, and has tter been persever- 
ing in her attetiipts to force the conscience by ‘temporal pains and 
penalties. This ispersecution. Todeny the right of private judge- 
ment, to abridge the freedom of speech or the press, or attempt to 
compel others to believe either one thing or another, or to subscribe 
to formulas against the convictions of their own consciences, is per- 
stcution. But all this has ever been practiced by the church of 
Rome to the extent of her power. It is true, that Papists in Prot- 
estant countries, and since the beast received his deadly wound,— 
which may yet be healed,—have assumed less the airs of bigotry, 
than in former times, and have even professed to hold the principles 
of civil and religious liberty. Indeed, they have gone so far as to 
charge Protestants with intolerance and persecution, because Prot- 
estants by the force of arguments,—not by the force of arms,—have 
endeavored to prove, that the church of Rome is Antichrist. 

But, these assumptions of Papists are a mere matter of policy. I 
have shown, in a former number, that it is a doctrine of the Ro- 
man church, that no faith is to be kept with heretics, and it is even 
considered lawful with them to violate an oath whenever they deem 
it subserviant to the interests of their communion. The thief may 
raise “‘the hue and cry,” in order to divert attention from himself 
and escape detection ; but he is a thief still. Popery has shown it- 
self to Le the same in all ages ; and it can play the lamb as well as 
the lion, and the lion as well as the lamb, whenever occasion re- 
se 

intend, in pursuing this subject, to bring examples of Papal per- 
secutions, some of which have been more bloody and teriffic, than 
any which occurred under the dominion of “ Rome Pagan,” not 
even excepting the “ten bloody persecutions,” distinguished as such, 
in the early agesofChristianity. I shall content myself for the pres- 
ent, however, by giving two or three examples of the Pope's Bulls 
of Excommunication, which always breathe the spirit of persecu- 
tion, in every line. 

It is well known, that any one excommunicated from the Church 
of Rome has, by Papists, been considered an out-law; and every 
such person has been liable to suffer, not merely in his goods and 
estate, but in the sacrifice of life itself. This out-lawry is a Jegiti- 
mate fruit of the doctrine that ‘no faith is to be kept with here- 
tics ;”and every excommunicate is considered a heretic de facto. 

The first specimen of malediction which I shall give, to illustrate 
the persecuting spirit of Popery, was sent after an individual, who 
had left the employ of “ the holy father,” and gone into Britain. 
It seems that the pope was the proprietor of some alum works, front 
which one of the workmen absconded, left the continent, and divulg- 
ed the secrets of the trade in England. This so exasperated the 
pontifical chemist as well as ‘“‘ Head of the Church,” that he is- 
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sued after him the following curses, which even Papists would do 
well to Compare with the injunction of Christ,—‘ Bless, and curse 
not.’’ 

** By the authority of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Ghost ; 
and of the holy canons; and of the immaculate Virgin Mary, the 
motier and patroness of our Savior; and of all the celestial virtues, 
angels, archangels, thrones, dominions, powers, cherubims, and ser- 
apliims ; and of all the holy patriarchs and prophets ; and of all the 
apostles and evangelists; and of the holy innocerits, who in the 
sight of the Holy Lamb, are found worthy to sing the new song; 
of the holy martyrs and holy confessors; and of the holy virgins, 
and of all the saints, together with all the holy elect of God, we ex- 
communicate and anathematize this thiet, or this malafactor, 
N———-: and from the thresholds of the holy church of Almighty 
God, we sequester him, that he may be tormented, disposed, and 
delivered over, with Dathan and Abiram, and with those who say 
unto the Lord God, Depart from ur, for we desire not the knowledge 
of thy ways; and as fire is quenched with water, so let his light be 
put out for ever, unless he shall repent and make satisfaction. 
Amen. 

** May God the Father who created man, curse him. May God 
the Son, who suffered for us,curse him. May the Holy Ghost, who 
was given to us-in baptism, curse him. May the holy cross, which 
Christ, for our salvation triumphantly ascended, curse him. May 
the holy and eternal Virgin Mary, curse him. May St. Michael, 
the advocate of holy souls, curse him. May St. John, the chief 
forerunner and baptist of Christ, curse him. May St. Peter, St. 
Paul, and St. Andrew, and ali the other apostles of Christ, together 
with the rest of his disciples, and the four evangelists, curse him. 
May the holy and wonderful company of martyrs and confessors, 
who by their holy works, are found pleasing to God, curse him. 
May the holy choir of the holy virgins, who, for the honor of Christ, 
have despised the things of this world, curse him. May all the 
saints, who, from the beginning of the world to everlasting ages, 
are found to be the beloved of God, curse him. May the heaven 
and the earth, and all things therein remaining, curse him. May 
he be cursed wherever he may be, whether if the house or in thé 
field, in the highway or in the path, in the wood or in {he Water, or 
in the ehurch. May he be cursed in living, in dying, in eating, in 
drinking; in being hungry, in being thirsty, in fasting, in sleeping, 
in slumbering, in waking, in walking, in standing, in sitting, in ly- 
ing, in working, in resting,”—[Some words are here omitted, be- 
cause of their indecency,] “ and in blood-letting. May he be cursed 
in all the powers of his body. May he be cursed within and _ with- 
out. May he be cursed in the hair of his head. May he be cursed in 
his brain. May he be cursed in the crown of his head, in his tem- 
ples, in his forehead, in his ears, in his eye-brows, in his cheeks, in 
his jaw bones, in his nostrils, in his fore-teeth and grinders, in his 
lips, in his throat, in his shoulders, in his wrists, in his arms, in his 
hands, in his breast, and in all the interior parts of the very stomach, 
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in his reins, in his groin, in his thighs,” “in his hips, in his 
knees, in his legs, in his feet, in his joints, and in his nails. May 
he be cursed in the whole structure of his members. From the 
crown of his head to the sole of his foot, may there be no soundness 
in him. May the son of the living God, with all the glory of his 
majesty, curse him. And may heaven, and all the powers that 
move therein, rise against him to ddmn him, uriless he repent and 
make full satisfaction. Amen, Amen, Amen.” 

Such was the Bull of excommunication and blasphemous male- 
dictions, which the Pope sent after an humble individual, who re- 
vealed in England, the comparatively trifling secret of extracting 
alum! lam indebted for the transcript, to Mr. McGavin, who 
cites for his authorities, “ Ledger Book of the church of Rochester, 
and Sir Henry Spelman’s Glossary, p. 206.— Quoted by both Bruce 
and M’Culloch.” 

This might be considered sufficient to show the vindictive and 
persecuting spirit of the church of Rome, of which the Pope is the 
acknowledged head; but for the gratification of my readers, I shall 
subjoin a copy of a Papal excommunication in common form, and 
the special and more extraordinary one against Queen Elizabeth. 


Form oF AN ORDINARY BULL OF EXCOMMUNICATION. 


“Tn the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost, and of our blessed and most holy lady Mary; also by the 
power of the angels, archangels, &c. Weseparate M. and N. from 
the bosom of the holy mothet church, and condemn them with the 
anathema of a perpetual malediction, And may they be cursed in 
the city, cursed in the field, cursed be their barn, and cursed be 
their store, cursed be the fruit of their womb and the fruit of their 
land, cursed be their coming in and going out. Let them be cursed 
in the house, and fugitives in the field: and let all the curses come 
upon them which the Lord by Moses threatened to bring on the 
people whe forsook the divine law ; and let them be anathema ma- 
ranathia, that is, let them perish at the second coming of the Lord. 
Let rio Chtistian say ari Avé tothem. Let no priest presume to 
celebrate mass with them, of give them the holy communion. Let 
thém be buried with the burial of an ass, and be dung upon the 
face of the earth. And as these lights are this day cast out of our 
hands and extinguished, so let their light be put out for ever, unless 
they repent, and by amendment and condign penatice, make satis- 
faétion to the church of God which they have injured.” 

[ Edinburgh Encyclopdia, Ant. Excom. 


EXCOMMUNICATION OF QUEEN ELIZABETH. 


“Tue damnation and excommunication of Elizabeth, queen of 
England, and her adherents, with an addition of other punishments. 
Pius, bishop, servant of the servants of God, ad perpctuam ret 
memoriam, 

“ He that retgneth on high, to whom is given all power in heaver 

hk 
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and in earth, committed one holy catholic and apostolic church (out 
of which there is no salvation) to one alone upon earth, namely, to 
Peter, the prince of the apostles, and to Peter’s successor, the bishop 
of Rome, to be governed in fulness of power. Him alone he made 
prince over all people, and all kingdoms, to pluck up, to destroy, scat~ 
ter, consume, plant, and build, that he may contain the faithful that 
are knit together with the band of charity in the unity of the spirit, 
and present them spotless and unblameable to their Saviour. 

“$1. In discharge of which function, we, which are by God’s good- 
ness called to the government of the said church, do spare no pains, 
labouring with all earnestness, that unity, and the Catholic religion, 
(which the Author thereof hath, for the trial of his children’s faith, 
and for our amendment, suffered to be punished with so great afflic- 
tions,) might be preserved uncorrupt. But the number of the ungodly 
hath gotten such power, there is now no place left in the whole world 
which they have not essayed to corrupt with their most wicked doc- 
trines ; amongst others, Eu:zareru, the pretended queen of England, 
a slave of wickedness, lending thereunto her helping hand, with whom, 
as in a sanctuary, the most pernicious of all men have found a refuge. 
This very woman, having seized on the kingdom, and monstrously 
usurping the place of supreme head of the church in all England, 
and the chief authority and jurisdiction thereof, hath again brought 
back the said kingdom into miserable destruction, which was then 
newly reduced to the Catholic faith and good fruits. 

“§ 2. For having by strong hand inhibited the exercise of the 
true religion, which Mary, lawful queen, of famous memory, had by 
the help ofthis see restored, after it had been formerly overthrown by 
Ilenry the Eighth, a revolter therefrom; and following and embracing. 
the errors of heretics, she hath removed the royal council, consisting 
of the English nobility, and filled it with obscure men being heretics ; 
oppressed the embracers of the Catholic faith ; placed unpious preach- 
ers, ministers of iniquity ; abolished the sacrifice of the mass, prayers, 
fastings, choice of meats, unmafried life, and the Catholic rites and 
ceremonies; commanded books to be read in.the whole realm, contain- 
ing manifest heresy; and impious mysteries and insinuations by herself 
entertained, and observed according to the prescript of Catvin, to be 
likewise observed by ber subjects; presuming to throw bishops, par- 
sons of churches, and other Catholic priests, out of their churches and 
benefices, and to bestow them and other church livings upon heretics, 
and to determine of church causes ; prohibited the prelates, clergy, 
and people to acknowledge the church of Rome, or obey the precepts 
and canonical sanctions thereof; compelled most of them to condescend 
to her wicked laws, and to abjure the authority and obedience of the 
bishop of Rome, and to acknowledge her to be sole lady in temporal 
and spiritial matters, and this by oath; imposed penalties and punish- 
ments upon those who obeyed not, and exacted them of those who per- 
severed in the unity of the faith and obedience aforesaid ; cast the 
Catholic prelates and rectors of churches in prison, where many of 
them being spent with long languishing and sorrow, miserably end- 
ed their lives. All which things, seeing they are manifest and no- 
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torious to all nations, and by the gravest testimony of very many so 
substantially proved, that there is no place at all left for excuse, de- 
fence, or evasion. 

“$3. We, seeing that impieties and wicked actions are multiplied 
one'upon another ; and moreover, that the persecution of the faithful, 
and affliction for religion, groweth every day heavier and heavier, 
through the instigation and means of the said Exizapetu ; because 
we understand her mind to be so hardened and indurate, that she hath 
not only condemned the godly requests and admonitions of Catholic 
princes, concerning her healing and conversion, but also hath not so 
mych as permitted the nuncios of this see, to cross the seas unto Eng- 
land ; and strained of necessity to betake ourselves tothe weapons of 
justice against her, not being able to mitigate our sorrow, that we are 
drawn to take punishment upon one, to whose ancestors the whole 
state of Christendom hath been so much bounden. Being therefore 
supported by his authority, whose pleasure it was to place us (though 
unable for so great a burden) in this supreme throne of justice, we do, 
out of the fulness of our apostolic power, declare the foresaid Exiza- 
BETH, being a heretic, and a favorer of heretics, and her adherents 
in the matters aforesaid, to have incurred the sentence of anathema, 
and to be cut off from the unity of the body of Christ. 

“§ 4. And, moreover, we do declare her to be deprived of her 
pretended title to the kingdom aforesaid, and ofall dominion, digni- 
ty, and privilege whatsoever. é 

“§ 5. And also the robility, subjects, and people of the said king- 
dom, and all others, who have in any sort sworn unto her, to be for 
ever absolved from any such oath, and all manner of duty, of domin- 
ion, allegiance, and obedience ; as we also do, by authority of these 
presents, absolve them, and to deprive the same Exizasern of her 
pretended title to the kingdom, and all other things abovesaid. And 
do command and interdict all and every the noblemen, subjects, people, 
we and others aforesaid, that they presume not to obey her moni- 
tions, mandates, and Jaws: And those who do the contrary, we do 
innodate with the like sentence of anathema.” 

The sixth or last section of the above Bull regards merely its 
publication. It is dated at Rome, at St. Peter’s, May Sth, 1570, 
and the fifth year of Pope Pius V. It has been published by Dr. 
Barlow, in Latin and English, with a comment of his own, making 
a considerable volume, entitled “‘ Brutum Fuimen.” 

In my next number I mean to show the intended and real effect 
of these Papal Bulls, and that they are really made an engine of per- 
secution, agaieist those who have offended either priests, bishops or 
pope in the Roman Church. 


RELIGIOUS OSTENTATION. 


Tue present is an age of boasting; and many seem not content 
with permitting others to blow the trumpet of their fame, but they 
wish to blow it themselves. Whether they fear, that athers will not 
blow it loud enough and long enough, I am not able to say ; at any 
rate, they are evidently determined that it shall be blown. This ig 
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true especially of some religious teachers, who are in great haste to 
let the world know what they have done, by measures and opera- 
tions, which, they are sanguine to infer, have received the Divine 
approbation. 

Some ministers, for example, seem to be extremely fond of inform- 
ing the public what they have done, and the measures which they 
have adopted, in order to promote revivals of religion; and to im- 
press upon their minds the idea, that if they will do just so, the same 
effects will certainly result. Indeed, the accounts which some min- 
isters have pyblished concerning their own opinions and success, 
bear a strong resemblance to the advertisements of certain empir- 
ics, who insure the efficacy of patept medicines, because they have 
tried them. Almost every account, which we now read of a relig. 
ious awakening, is accompanied with a description of the measures 
which were put in operation in ordeg to promote such q state of 
feeling. 

One minister has a protracted meeting, and a great revival of re- 
ligion ensues. He publishes this fact, in order to show the utility 
of protracted meetings. Another induces the church to send out 
their brethren on a kind of circular visitation ; and there follows a 
season of revival. The measure is published, with an account of 
the results, that others may appreciate and be induced to pursue 
the same course. Another minister calls upon his brethren to set 
apart a seasgn for special prayer, and to pray in rotation for the 
people of hig charge. An awakening ensues; and all the facts 
must be published. It must be made known just how much and 
for whom the minister and his brethren, or the minister alone, 
prayed; and the impression is given, that the revival has certainly 
resulted from this particular course. 

Now, this modern practice of publicly lauding particular meas- 
ures, in connection with revivals of religion, in order to give celeb- 
rity to the operations, and to the men who devised these particular. 
means of doing good, is wholly unlike the conduct of the prophets, 
Jesus, Christ, or his apostles. It is indicative of vanity, and savors 
strongly of the spirit of the Pharisees ; and it is to be feared, that 
such ministers have a greater regard to their own fame and celeb- 
rity, than they have to the honor of the Holy Spirit, or for the ad- 
vancement of divine truth. Some of the prophets, John the Baptist, 
and especially some of the apostles were crowned with success in 
their labors; but we have no intimation that they ever took any of 
the praise to themselves, or published any thing which they did, as 
peculiarly adapted to promote the work of God, which they were 
instrumental inadvancing. Others, who labored faithfally for many 
years, with little apparent success, were divinely assured, that they 
‘should be glorious in the eyes of the Lord, even though Israel were 
not gathered.’ 

Since I wrote the above, the following article from- the Boston 
Recorder, has been put into my hands, and is here copied, in order 
to illsutrate more fully what I deem reprehensible. Of the source from 
Whence it came, the person who handed it to me was probably ig- 
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norant, nor have I ever taken any pains to ascertain; and as the 
article is anonymous, the writer, whoever he may be, cannot con- 
sider me inyidious if I subjoin a few remarks. 


[From the Boston Recorder.] 


REVIVAL OF RELIGION. 


Mr. Epitor,—Permit me, through the medium of the Reeorder, to set 
down a few things which have been suggested to my mind in the midst of a 
revival of religion. In the early part of last autumn, the interests of Zion 
in my church and parish were in a languishing condition. A spirit of world- 
liness seemed to pervade the impenitentandthechurch. This state of things 
was to the pastor and a few individualg in the church exceedingly distressing. 
The conviction was, and it became deeper every day, that something must be 
done. Well, what wasdone? Why the pastor takes an account of his flock. 
He sets down in regular order all the families in his parish—the parents, 
their children — professors and non-professors. This done, he commences 
special petitions for each family, and for every member of the family. He 
deyoteg an hoyy per day—sometimes more, sometimes less, to these spec- 
ial petitions. In connection with this effort, he performs a regular amount 
of pastoral visitation—short, calls of from fifteen to forty minutes, devoted al- 
most exclusively to spiritual conversation. He calls upon the members of 
his church, and endeavors to press upon their consciences a sense of re- 
sponsibleness. He visits the impenitent, and aims to hold up to their view 
guilt and prospective ruin. He appoints lectures in different parts of his par- 
ish. Every excitement whose tendency is to divert the mind from the all 
important concern of personal piety, is carefully discouraged. Well, what 
is the result? Why, before I had gone over one half of my parish, the in- 
quiry was heard and repeated, What shall I do to be saved? Our meetings 
became fully attended, still and solemn. One and another were heard to ex- 
press a hope in Christ. The members of the church became interested. A 
day of fasting and prayer was appointed. It was observed. A more solemn 
day was perhaps never witnessed in this place. It seemed as if God, by his 
Spirit, was evidently at work on the minds of the people. From that period 
to the present, we have more or less cases of hopeful conversion, every week. 
The Spirit has not made his appearance in the “ earthquake or the whirlwind,” 
but has manifested his power “ in the still, small voice.” Every thing ad- 
vances with stillness, order, and solemnity—no outburstings of high-wrought 
passion, no violation of the common decencies or courtesies of life. We 
trust the work is now extending, and hope to see many more yet brought 
humbly and penitently to the foot of the cross. 

As to the number ef hopeful conversions, I say nothing about it; because 
I hope to write you again on this subject, and to give you a fuller and more 
particular account of the work of God amongst my people. My principal ob- 
ject in the above statements is to suggest the thoughts which follow, and 
whieh I hope will not be without their influence on the minds of my breth- 
ten in the ministry. 

1. Is it needful to wait, for a powerful and extensive revival of religion, 
for a season of the “‘ extraordinary use of the ordinary means of grace?’’ We 
have had no “four or fourteen days’ meeting.” Yet we have aimed to 
have public meetings so frequent as to keep truth, in new and in- 
teresting forms, up before the mind; and then to leave an interval long 
enough for deep, solemn, and solitary reflection—not forgetting, however, 
the importance of direct, kind and faithful, personal conversation. 

2. When a church have a settled pastor of their own, is it advisable that 
Wey should send away for an Evangelist to “ conduct” or “ manage” a re- 
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vival which has commenced amongst them? We hope that our revival fhas 
thus far been “‘ managed,”’ and, we trust will still be ‘‘ conducted” by a wiser 
teacher than any of our modern evangelists—even the ‘“ Holy Ghost sent: 
down from heaven.” 

3. Why may not every minister in New England pursue a course of spec- 
ial prayer and visitation like that developed above, and hope for the like’ suc- 
cess? And if he will be far more faithful than I have been, may he_not 
hope for still greater success? Severely would [ condemn myself for neglect 
and unfaithfulness. 

4. Should not every minister train his church to think and ‘fee! that, in- 
stead of throwing off all the responsibility of saving souls on their pastor and 
‘‘ revival preachers,’’ a vast amount of that responsibility rests on themselves 
individually ; and would he not do well to introduce a work like the “ Me- 
moirs of Harlan Page’’ to every family in his church ? A Pastor. 


In this article we have a fair example of what I wish to be under- 
stood by ‘ religious ostentation ;’ a kind of Pharisaical_. boasting, 
which is entirly unbecomming the spirit of the Christian ministry. 
It alters not the case, that the article is anonymous. It is so char- 
acteristically marked, that “ A Pastor's” church and Parish must 
necessarily infer that éheir minister was the writer; and this was 
doubtless by him intended. Though the the Editor and a hundred 
others, therefore may never know whence the article originated, 
the writer has still, in effect, made himself public. He-has told all 
who have any means of knowing the circumstances which he de- 
scribes among his own people, that he spent “an hour per day,— 
sometimes more, sometimes less,” in “ special petitions for each 
family ;”’ and that his prayers have been answered in the revival of 
religion which they now enjoy. ‘This, it is true, may have been 
the result; but what then? Is it necessary that the result should 
be proclaimed to the world?) When Christ says, “ Enter into thy 
closet, and when thou has shut thy door, pray to thy Father, who 
is in secret;”\ does he mean, that we should come out and tell the 
world, where we have been, and how long we have prayed? When 
our Father, who seeth in secret, rewards his servants openly ; does 
it become them as individuals to proclaim, ‘I have received this re- 
ward in answer to my secret prayers?’ Surely, the meek and un- 
ostentatious disciple ‘ has not so learned Christ.’ 

But, let the language in a part of the article referred to, be chang- 
ed from the third to the first person singular, and its true complex- 
ion will be seen at once. 

‘In the early part of last autumn the interests of Zion in my church 
and parish were in a languishipg condition. A spirit of worldliness 
seemed to pervade the impenitent and the church. ‘This state of 
things was to me and a few individuals in the church exceedingly 
distressing. The conviction was, and it seemed deeper every day, 
that something must be done. Well, what was done? Why J take 
an account of my flock. J set down in regular order all the fami- 
lies in my parish—the parents, their children—professors and non- 
professors. This done, J commence special petitions for each fam- 
ily, and for every member. J devote an hour per day—sometimes 
more, sometimes less, to these special petitions. In connection 
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with this effort, [the effort of praying-an hour per day,—] J perform 
a regular amount of pastoral visitation—short calls from fifteen to 
forty minutes, devoted almost exclusively to spiritual conversation. 
I call upon the members of my church, and endeavor to press upon 
their consciences a sense of responsibleness. J visit the impeni- 
tent, and aim to hold up to their view guilt and prospective ruin. 
J appoint lectures in different parts of my parish. Every excite- 
ment whose tendency is to divert the mind from the all important 
concern of personal piety, is carefully discouraged. Well, what is the 
result? Why, before J had gone over one half of my parish, the 
inquiry was heard and repeated, What shall I do to be saved ?” 

Now, what is the inference from this Pharisaical statement ?— 
“Why,” ‘ my people now enjoy a great and general revival of relig- 
ion in answer to my prayers of “an hour per day,’’ and in conse- 
quence of my “ pastoral visitations.’’ It is true, I acknowledge the 
power of “the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven ;’’ but then, let 
every one know, that this infinitely precious gift has certainly been 
bestowed in answer to my “ special” intercessions and “ eztraordi- 
nary use of the ordinary means of grace.’ ‘ Moreover, if my breth- 
ren in the ministry will do as J have done, their labors shall be 

crowned with the same results; provided, nevertheless, that they 
are endued with my piety and devotedness to the service of Christ.’ 

If this is not the legitimate inference from the premises laid down, 
I frankly confess, that I am ignorant of the meaning of terms ;. and 
I would pray the writer, whoever he may be,—if this article ever 
meets eis eye,—to let me know how he ought to be understood. 

Doubtless, neither ministers nor private Christians pray so much 
or so fervently as they ought ; and there need be no question that 
God bestows great spiritual blessings in answer to prayer. But 
then he ‘ bears long with his people ;’ and who can tell that a revi- 
val, prevailing in any particular place at the present time, does not 
prevail in answer to prayers offered twenty, or any number of years 
ago? Be this as it may, it becomes those who are specially favored 
with spiritual blessings to be peculiarly modest, lest, ‘being lifted up 
with pride they fall into the the condemnation of the devil.’ It 
would be well for both ministers and private christians frequently 
to ponder what is related of the ‘ Flatterwell family,’ in the Pilgrim’s 
Progress in the Nineteenth Century. We are there reminded that the 
*‘ tower of spiritual pride” is still standing ; that old “ Flatterwell” 
is still alive, and his progeny very numerous. 

I cannot forbear to add a remark or two on puDdlishing premature 
accounts of revivals of religion. It appears to me, that great cau- 
tion should be observed in this respect. It takes time to judge of 
such a work; and if the judgment is made up and published pre- 
maturely, it may give the enemy occasion to speak reproachfully and 
to the great disparagement of religion, when he comes to witness 
numerous apostasies. 

The lamented Dr. Porter of Andover, who wrote very judicious- 
ly and with great care on the subject of Revivals, and has left a 
kind of digest of many interesting facts, taken chiefly from narratives 
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of those which prevailed for aterm of ten years, including two 
years at the close of the last century, says: 

“These narratives were written chiefly by ministers, most of 
whom I personally knew ;—many of them my fathers in the sacred 
office, whom I regarded then, as I do now, with sincere respect and 
veneration. Many of them were among the most intelligent and 
able men of their time; and all of them were as compefent as any 
other men to tell what they witnessed from day to day, among their 
own hearers and others around them. 

“ These narratives, too, were written with leisute and deliberation, 
after the excitement connected with such scenes of thrilling inter- 
est had subsided. Generally they were written two or three years, 
in a few cases four years, after the revivals respectively were at their 
height, but rarely within the first year.” 

Such was the discreet deliberation of those who undertook advis- 
edly to record the wonderful works of God, manifested in those 
seasons “of thrilling interest ;” and yet we shall see with what 
great caution and modesty their language was ¢lothed. 

“The Rev. Asahel Hooker, at the close of a revival among his 
people, says of the hopeful converts, ‘ They have generally conducted 
hitherto as well as could reasonably be expected. It is hoped that 
their religion will not be as the early cloud, and the morning dew 
that passeth away. But it is greatly to be feared that all will not 
persevere, — that some will be found with a lamp of profession, but 
no oil in their lamp. ‘ Many will say unto me in that day, Lord, 
Lord, have we not ate and drank in thy presence?” to whom he 
will say, “‘ Depart from me, I never knew you.”’ ‘“ Again he says, 
‘ Whether all those who appear to have set out, and to run well for 
the present, will hold on their way, and obtain the prize of their 
high calling, must be finally known by the event. If some, of whom 
the best hepes have been entertained, should make shipwreck of 
the faith, return again to folly, and thus evince that they were never 
cleansed from their filthiness, it will determine no character but their 
own. Some may have deceived both themselves and others, and 
their last state may be worse than the first.’ 

“The Rev. Jeremiah Hallock, in the same spitit, says, ‘ When I 
find Peter, an Apostle, deceived in Simon Magus, and hear him, 
when speaking of the faith of Sylvanus, using the cautious language, 
“a faithful brother, as I suppose,” it makes me tremble for fear 
how we shall hold out. We cannot tell what shall be on the mor- 
row, and man is ignorant of the heart. Hence my desire is, that 
all whom I have alluded to in the above narration, will remember 
that it is not ant hour of boasting, but of putting on the harness; 
and that it still remains to be proved from their fruits, whether they 
have true religion or not.’ 

“ It were easy to fill pages with similar quotations,” says Dr. Por- 
ter, “‘ but I will add only one more, from Rev. Joseph Washburn. 
‘ I would remark further, with respect to those whose experiences 
have been related, and all who entertain a hope, and have been re- 
spected in this narrative, that, after all, it is very possible they may 


. 
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be deceived. We speak of them as hopeful converts, and we are 
bound in charity to do so, while they do not contradict their pro- 
fessions, by their external deportment. But the Lord trieth the 
hearts. Whether their relief from distress, and present hopes are 
the consequence ofa renewed, humble heart, or of their being left to 
blindness and self-deception, must be decided by their conduct, and 
the light of the great day. As yet we have not been pained with 
any instances of special apostasy; but it is not improbable that 
among so many, some may prove stoney ground hearers. MayGod, 
who alone is able keep them from falling, strengthen, establish, 
settle them, that they be not moved away from the hope of the Gos- 
pel; and that they may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in all 
things.’ ”’* 


EFFECTS OF “NEW MEASURES.” 


A correspondent from the West, writes, “ Error has many more friends 
than truth, and indeed it may be said with propriety, that “ truth is fallen 
in the streets.’’ The times are truly lamentable all over this part of the 
country in consequence of the ‘new measures,’ which have prevailed so ex- 
tensively. The churches are all like a barren heath— When _ will the Lord 
again quicken them, and arise and vindicate his own cause, and let the in- 
habitants of the earth know that he governs the world? May that glorious 
day soon come.” ; 

All the consistent friends of truth will surely unite in this ejaculation. 
The “new measures” and their effects have not been confined to (the state 
of New-York ; they are now extending themselves, to a greater or less de- 
gree, in almost every part of New-England, and paralyzing the influence of 
sound doctrine in proportion to the countenance which they have received, 
wherever they have either as a whole, or in part been introduced. It be- 
comes those who are friendly to the interests of Zion, to inquire for “ the 
old paths,” and to pray with more constancy and earnestness, that as ‘ the 
enemy comes in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord will lift up a standard 
against him.’ 


ECCLESIASTICAL BOARD. 


Ir is ardently desired and confidently expected, that the friends of Zion 
will not loose sight of this Association. Hitherto as great encouragement 
has been received as, under all circumstances, could have been reasonably 
expected. The time since its organization, has not yet given oportunity for 
the friends of sound doctrine, so extensively as is desirable, to become fully 





ie The Narratives to which Dr. Porter refers, related to Revivals of Relig- 
ion in one hundred and seventeen congregations. See Spirit of the Pilgrims, 
Vou. V., p. 259; and Vor. VI., pp. 127, 128. 
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acquainted with its operations and designs. Still an interest is excited in 
the minds of a goodly number; and it is hoped that the Aniversary will 
witness many more coming forward to the work with zeal and activity. 

One young gentleman, sound in doctrine, of good scholarship, anda Grad- 
uate, already offers himself as a Beneficiary of the Board, to pursue his The- 
ological studies, and expresses his assent in full to their Articles of Faith. 
His case will be presented to the Prudential Committee, at their néxt 









meeting. 

A layman from the West, writes, “‘ I inclose three dollars fo be paid over 
to the ‘Ecclesiastical Board,’ of which you gave an account in the Tele- 
graph; and be assured, Sir, that it rejoices my heart exceedingly, to find 
a place where I can bestow the Lord’s money with such implicit confidence 










that it will subserve the cause of divine truth. 
**T am in hopes that there are several of the brethren here, who will event- 





ually associate with me in contributing to your Board.” 

A friend from another quarter, writes as follows :— ‘‘ There is a number 
in the church who say that what they contribute shall go to the new Board. 
It is liked by us very much, and we are very happy to hear of the success it 
meets with, and shall not withold our mites.” 

The same good wishes are expressed verbally from various sources; and 
from those too, who are not acustomed to “‘ to sayand donot.’ Ifthe friends 
of truth, however few, faint and scattered, will unite their hearts, their pray- 
ers and their exertions, in this great and important work, they need not 
fear to move forward, nor despair of final success. ‘The Lord’s hand is not 
shortened, that he cannot save; neither is his ear heavy that it cannot hear.’ 
It is with Him to “save by few,” as wellas by many, if he please; and he 
will accomplish the work, ‘not by might, nor by power, but by his Spirit.’ 
It becomes every friend of the gospel to adopt the following sentiment, so 
beautifully expressed in the language of Cowper :— , 

‘* By whom was David taught 
To aim the dreadful blow, 
When he Goliah fought, 
And laid the Gittite low ? 
—No sword nor spear the stripling took, 
But chose a pebble from the brook. 

























’ Twas Israel’s God and King, 
Who sent him to the fight ; 
Who gave him strength to sling, 
And skill to aim aright; 

—Ye feeble saints, your strength endures, 

Because young David's God is yours. 














Who order’d Gideon forth, 
To storm th’ invader’s camp,— 
With arms of little worth, 

A pitcher and a lamp? 









MR. THOMPSON’S LETTER. 





The trumpets made his coming known, 
Andall the host was overthrown. 


Oh! I have seen the day, 

When, with a single word— 

God helping me to say, 

‘ My trust is in the Lord,’— 
My soul has quell’d a thousand foes, 
Fearless of all that could oppose. 


But unbelief, self-will, 
Self-righteousness and pride— 
How often do they steal 
My weapons from my side! 
Yet David's Lord and Gideon's Friend. 
WII help his servant to the end.”’ 


[From the Liberator.] 
ARRIVAL .OF MR. THOMPSON IN ENGLAND. 


By the ap St. Andrew, at New York, 36 days, from Liverpool, we have re- 
ceived the following letter from our highly esteemed and beloved fellow laborer, 
George Thompson. , 

LiverPoot, January 6, 1836. 
WituiaM L. Garrison: 

My very dear friend, —I landed on Monday the 4th at this port, 
after a 38 days passage from St. Johns, New-Brunswick. We had 
a full share of rough weather and contrary winds, but I enjoyed un- 
interrupted -health, and find myself much recruited by the voyage. © 
I desire to render fervent thanks to that kind and watchful Being 
who has preserved me amidst the perils of the deep, the dark and 
bloody schemes of the foes of freedom in your country, and. has 
placed me in safety upon my native shore. I have experienced an 
affectionate welcome from the friends here, many of whom you know. 
The inquiries after you are very numerous. ‘There is a deep solic- 
itude felt in your welfare, and many are the prayers for your pres- 
ervatian in the midst of your enemies, and for the speedy and com- 
plete success of your efforts. Iam staying with our excellent friends 
at Dingle Bank, who are all well. ‘The Musical Fund Hall, a spa- 
cious and beautiful building, has been generously offered to me gratis, 
for the,delivery of as many addresses as I may choose to give, illus- 
trative.of the state of things on your side of the water. I will en- 
deavor to send you an account of these, and all subsequent meetings. 
dam, as yqu,will readily imagine, very much occupied, and can 
therefore do little mare than to inform you of my safe arrival, and 
my anxiety tobe immediately at. work for our common cause. 

The letter of Mr. Gerrit Smith to Dr. A. L. Cox, has filled me 
with jnexpressible delight. He has buckled on the armor in a cause 
which ,calls for apostolical boldness and devotion. May he be 
divinely sustained, and rendered eminently useful in the thorny and 
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arduous path, which, for the present at least, he will be called to 
tread ! 

That part of the President’s Message which relates to slavery, is 
pronounced a disgrace to a civilized country. 

Governor McDuflie’s Speech fills every one by whom it is perused, 
with horror and astonishment. If such sentiments were not found 
in American type, upon American paper issued from public and un- 
questionable sources, they would scarcely gain credit in this country, 
so widely are they at variance with every principle of truth and justice, 
and so full are they of blasphemous imputations, and absurd perver- 
sions of the letter and spirit of the Bible. The legislature of a civil- 
ized State —a Christian people, and an enlightened world, gravely 
told by the highest executive officer of one of the Republican States 
of North America, that ‘no human institution is more manifestly 
consistent with the will of God, than domestic slavery!’ And again, 
‘that domestic slavery, instead of being a political evil, isthe corner 
stone of your republican edifice!!’ Surely hell must have given nine 
cheers for Governor McDuffie. 

The villanies and impieties of the system are not yet, I am con- 
vinced, half understood by the people of Europe. They must be 
dragged into the light of day—where for a while they must excite 
the loathing and execration of mankind, and then disappear to give 

lace to the virtues and blessings of a better order of things. 

I can only add that my heart is with you, and that I shall wait 
with impatience to hear from you. ‘To every one of my dear friends 
] send through you, my best regards. 

Ever most truly, 
Your affectionate friend, 


GEO. THOMPSON. 


[From the New. York Evangelist.] 
KIDNAPPING. 


Few persons, wha have not examined into the subject, will believe 
that kidnapping is carried on in the free states at the present day. 
But such is the fact. Every year not a few people of color, men, 
women and children, are taken from their homes and carried into 
slavery. 

Jesse Harrod, a native of Penn., and born of parents, now aged 
about 37, was, wl.en 13 years of age persuaded to cross the Delaware 
river at Philadelphia to New-Jrrsey, on some pretext, by a villain who 
afterwards sold him into bondage. The kidnapper took Jesse 
down the river to Herring Creek, in the state of Delaware, and there 
sold him for the sum of three hundred and fifty dollars. The poor 
boy was in the chamber ofa house, waiting, as he supposed, for the 
man who had deceived him to return, and take him back to Phila- 
delphia, when he saw him drive off in a gig. Presently the owner 
of the house came and said “ you must now go to work, for you are 
poy property.” After a while, Jesse ran away, and under apprehen- 
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sion of danger put himself under the protection of a man who surrend- 
ered him up on receiving a reward of forty dollars. He was now 
sold into South Carolina, where he learned the trade of a car- 
penter. After being a slave fourteen years, some one who had be- 
come acquainted with the facts, undertook to get Jesse released, 
and succeeded, demanding two hundred dollars for his trouble !— 
This sum Jesse paid. He is now in the city of New-York with the 
Jegal proceedings, engrossed on parchment, and signed by Gener- 
al Hayne as Governor of South Carolina. In one certificate Jesse 
Harrod is styled ‘‘a MAN of good character and correct habits.” 
O, my country! when shall liberty be proclaimed throughout the 
land. A Frienp or Liperty. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


MR. BIRNEY’S LETTER TO THE RHODE-ISLAND STATE ANTI- 
SLAVERY CONVENTION. 
Cincinnati, Jan. 22, 1836. 


Dear Sir.—My valued friend and brother, Stanton, will inform you why 
I have to make this letter the substitute for my personal presence. The 
continued indisposition of Mrs. B. andthe management of the Philanthropist 
keep me near home. But, Sir, | have enough to do here. The war is rag- 
ing—the pro-slavery spirit here feels as if it had been struck, and is girding 
itself up for the strife. An Anti-abolition meeting is to be held this even- 
ing, called by ‘ gentlemen of property and standing.’ The hand of the South 
has almost benumbed the spirit of freedom here. The emancipation of the 
Slaves is becoming almost an incident only to our great object, the preserva- 
tion of our own liberty. Our dearest rights are not only menaced, but al- 
most held at the mercy of the slave-holding part of the country. 

I cannot print my paper here—lI lectured here one evening to a small au- 

dience in a private manner—no notice having been given of it in the papers. 
This is the exciting cause of the meeting this evening. It was but yester- 
day, that a wealthy slave-holder of Kentucky, called to let me know, that 
my Press in Ohio would be destroyed by a band of his fellow citizens who 
had determined on it—that almost the whole country would be summoned 
to the service, and that my life was incontinual danger. A few days before, 
a citizen of Cincinnati, a high commissioned officer of the Millitia, called to 
inform me that I would be disgracefully punished and abused, and my pro- 
perty destroyed, if I persisted in my Anti-slavery movements. 
' I pray you press on. It is not a time to be indolent. If we are, our chil- 
dren may*wear the livery of the slave. If I fall in this cause, I trust it will 
bring hundreds to supply my place, Notwithstanding every obstacle, our 
cause is on the advance in this region. Our Society increases in number, 
and, I think, in zeal for righteousness and liberty. 

Farewell, may the Lord bless the Convention in its labors and crown His 
cause with complete succcss. Yours truly, 

JAMES G. BIRNEY. 


Gov. Duncay.—We were shown a letter recently, from Jacksonville 
Illinois, which states that Gov. Duncan has within a few months past, be- 
come hopefully interested in religion, and has joined the Presbyterian church. 
He has taken a bold and firm stand in favor of Temperance, and other be- 
nevolent efforts. He gave $1000 also towards erecting a meeting house : 
this he did before his change of feelings. It was by the suggestion of the 
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governor that one of the State Societies resolved to raise $10,000 far its pur- 
poses. Gov. D. is rich; his influence is great; and it is a happy circum- 
stance and favorable to the cause of religion and morals in Illinois, to have 
such a man cast the weight of his influencé into thisscale. But there is one 
secret cause that produced this effect, under the -diyine blessing—he had a 
prudent, disereet, devotedly pious wife; who though in an elevated station, 
did not sacrifice piety and principle, by conformity to the world. She indeed 
acted her part well in her station; but never laid away her christianity tq 
please the worldly minded. Her influence was great with her husband ; and, 
he has now joined her in serving the Master whom she loved. Who can 
estimate the amount of good to the world secured by the pious, discreet con- 
duet of a wife and mother? How knowest thou, O wife, but thou mayest 
save thy husband: or that he may be won by thy good example ? 
NV. H. Observer. 


How to get rid of an unpleasant companion.—As a temperance party were 
travelling lately in a stage, a passenger was taken up on the road, when im- 
mediately, the stage was filled with alcoholic vapors thrown off from the lungs 
of their new companion. This, of course, proved a serious interruption to, 
the enjoyment of the party. At length one of the gentlemen cried out, 
‘“« Mr. Driver, where did you put that jug of rum?” “I've got no jug of: 
rum,” replied the driver. ‘ But youhave; do you think I can’t smell? And 
it must be that either the jug is broke, or the stopple is out.” The man who 
had occasioned the trouble soon let down the ‘window, and turned his face 
towards the fresh air. ‘‘ Does it make you sick to ride in the stage ?" asked 
one of the company. “ Yes,’ he replied, ‘and always when I can, I 
keep my head out of the window.”’ At the next stopping place, he took his 
seat outside. Maine Temp. Herald. 


POETRY. 


For the New-England Telegraph. 

Mr. Taacurr.—The following objection against keeping a particular day, 
as.a holy Sabbath,.and the answer to it, both inrhyme, were repeated, much 
to the satisfaction of the late Sabbath Convention at ‘Providence, when the 
same objection came up. By giving them an insertion in the Telegraph, 
you will gratify at least one member of the Convention. I haye’copied from 
a correspondence, (said to have heen hastily composed,) that appeared last 
year in the Protestant Sentinel. Cc 8, 

POETIC CONTROVERSY RESPECTING THE SABBATH, 
[An Exrract.] 
And now to show that seventh day command 
Was never meant for all in every land, 
I'll call the mind into the polar ray, 
Where six full months unite in one long day, 
And six in night: how then’s the Sabbath there ? 
Or how 'Il their time with Moses’ law compare? 
A day and night there constitutes a.year, 
‘Which doth:include above three hundred here ; 





POETRY. 
Where then ’s the Sabbath in the polar land, 
Since days and nights so long maintain their statd’? 
And still some other reasons may be given, 





To prove that one fix’d day is not from heaven. 


Suppose a man should take a western rout, 
And fully ‘circumvolve the earth about, 
Then his account with ours would not agree, 
His seventh day, to us would sixth day be. 
But if an eastern course one traverse round 
This globe of earth, it clearly will be found, 
When he returns, if he return at all, 

His seventh day will on our sixth day fall : 
Again, in other lands it must appear, 

Part of their seventh day, is first day here ; 
Therefore, no certain space can be defin’d, 
A universal rest for all mankind. 

Hence clear it is, the Israelite commands, 
Which were of old dispens’d by Moses’ hands, 
Were local precepts to a certain race, 

And not ordain’d for man in every place : 
Thése former precepts now are done away, 
E’en to’the Jews in this, the gospel day. 


THE ANSWER. 


Sir, what you’say respecting polar clime, 
Appears to me but a délusive thyme ; 

You call us off into a cetti#in place, 

Which is‘no dwelling for the human rate. 

Of cénsequénce we this conclusion draw, 

That where no people is, there needs no law ; 
Yet were men there, did they but understand 
The thing that’s meant by God's seventh day command, 
T’would be their duty strictly to obey, 

E’en if *twas always night, or always day. 
Now when this earth did first begin to run, 
Shifting its sides unto the radiant sun, 

One side was dark, the other side was light ; 
The light God called day, the darkness night. 
So when it had quite round its centre run, 
One day and night was out, the next begun: 
Hence clear it is, the space of time he meant, 
Was while this earth once round its axis went. 
Hence should the poles be peopled with a race, 
Who could endgre to live in that cold place, 
By certain plannets they might well compute 
Such parts of time as with God's law would suit. 





POETRY. 





But since no mortal ever could arrive 

Unto the polar point and there survive, 

Then sure ‘tis wrong the scriptures thus to twist, 
Under pretence of things that can't exist : 

The great apostle bids us all beware 

Lest we are spoiled through philosophic snare, 
And vain deceit, which we may often find, 
Where wrong tradition vails the fleeting mind. 


And now, to trace you round this rolling world, 


An eastern and a western rout you ‘ve twirl'd, 
And made out nothing by the spacious travel 
But what may well be called a foolish cavil. 
’Tis by the use of reason man has found, 

That one this spacious earth may traverse round ; 
By that same reason ‘tis as truly plain, 

That by the route, one day he'll lose or gain. 
When he returns, his day he must correct, 

’Tis what we know and what we must expect ; 
But for a man to bring this as a plea, 

That round this earth no Sabbath there can be, 
Appears too weak for men of sense to bring, 
Against the law of our Almiglity King. 

And now to make you clearly understand 

That Sabbath day can be in every land, 

At least those parts where mortals may reside, 
And no where else can precept be applied : 
There was a place where first the orb of light 
Appear'd to rise and westward take its flight ; 
That: moment in that place the day began, 
And as he in his circuit westward ran, 

Or rather, as the earth did eastward spin, 

To parts more westward daylight did begin ; 
And thus at different times, from place to place 
First day began, it clearly was the case ; 

And I should think a man must be a dunce, 
To think the sun arose all round at once; 

So that in foreign land it doth appear 

There was a first day there, as well as here, 
And if there was a first the earth around, 

Most certainly the seventh might be found. 
And thus you see it matters not a whit 

To which meridian of the earth we get, 

Since each drtstinctly had its dawn of light, 
And ever since successive day and night ; 
Thus when our antipodes in darkness sleep, 
We here the true primeval Sabbath keep. 





